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THE WATERWORKS' STRIKE 


A ccording to the newspapers ■ 

a gang of roughnecks, who j 
have heretofore done us the service 
of firing the boilers to run the I 
pumps which supply the benevol- 
ent city of Montreal with enough 
water to furnish each citizen with 
an annual bath, even if the big vil 
lage itself it allowed to remain pest- I 
ilentially dirty, have gone on a 
rampage. 

Now it is quite permissible for all , 
classes of society to rampage to 
heart's content — all classes, except 
the working class. The opinion of 
every newspaper is that it is the 
first duty of a workman to himself, 
his famliy, and his country, to be do- 
- cile, languid, and dreamy and to ac- 
cept with meek humility whatever 
vicissitudes the snickering upper 
classes may decide to shovel upon his 
bowed and bleeding back. The one 
great cardinal sin is to go on a 
rampage, is to rebel, is to revolt 


against unbearable conditions. He j 
must stand like a dumb ox until . 
lie wallows m the gore of his own j 
slaughter. 

Other classes may indulge in all 
sorts of rampages and no great com- 
motion is excited. The swagger j 
crowds dash into the big hotels on; 
New Year's Eve, wrapped in furs 
that would make a grisly bear feel ’ 
naked, after which they slide out 
upon the dance floor as if there were 
a swimming pool close by. The music : 
is syncopated by popping corks at i 
$10.00 a shot. Suddenly the hub- 
bub ceases; a form resembling a wo- ! 
man slips out from the folds of a 
waving curtain. It's a shimmy 
(Vance; the naughty, haughty shim- 
my. A red ink drinker might see a 
snake dance in the third act of the 
delirium tremens that would offer 
satisfactory comparison. The only 
thing that I have ever seen to com- 
pare was in the days of split skirts 


when a knock-kneed woman slipped 
on a banana peel in front of the 
Drummond Building. The shimmy 
performance convulsed the audience 
with irrepressible glee. A dyspeptic 
sitting near me said ‘Rah, Rah", 
.twice and collapsed. A peroxide 
blonde threw a faint and was reviv- 
ed by another drink. One fat lady 
cracked a false tooth and snapped a 
corset string. The devil was sure 
afoot, and the upper class was on a 
rampage. Most of the masculine 
sex were in full dress — they were 
quite full, I will agree. As to the 
dross, some explanation is in order. 

A gentleman is supposed to be dis- 
tinguishable on all occasions. Near- 
ly all of the really good-loking men 
in the room were waiters. Presum- 
ing that they rented their habili- 
ments at the same haberdashery, 
you will admit that the com- 
plications were serious. The 
mystery was cleared up, how- 
ever, when the management pass- 
ed around paper caps of various hues 
which only the guests were permit- 
ted to don. The gentlemen thus be- 
came automatically separated, as it 


were, from the merely handsome wait- 
ers in attendance. It ? s quite a lark, 
isn’t it? It is just a rampage for 
a night. Nearly ail big newspaper 
.men were there, kuee-deep in the 
fun. Naturally the press took a good- 
humored view of tlu* situation. {Soc- 
iety on a rampage. Just to dispel 
the ennui. 

I said there were all sorts and 
kinds and brands of rampage .. The 
frenzied financier precipitates him- 
self into Wall Street, persists in do- 
ing a lot of reckless and obnoxious 
things, smashes a few banks, wrecks 
a few railroads, ruins a few thou- 
sand live.-, organizes a young army 
of widows with independent child- 
ren and fills the orphanages with 
litters of the men and women who 
have blown out their brains through 
the smash. But it is merely a fin- 
ancier on a rampage. 

Again the press is very conde- 
scending. It won Y tell you the 
widows and the* orphans. Oh, 

You will be told of the millions that 
the financier has made. Much will 
be written of his sagacity, his fore- 
continued on page 4) 










CIRCLES OF VISION 

The man whose circle of vision encompasses only his own home mattes a pretty poor citizen. The man who cannot see beyond home and 
church cannot understand the society of which he is a part . Community selfishness may have elements of public spirit but still falls 
short of good citizenship. It is the man with city-, province nation-, and world-wide vision to whom the community owes most. 
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ami, Hungary, Finland and the small . 
Baltic states in varying degrees. 

| Even countries like Serbia and Rou- 
mania, which were on the winning ! 
j side in the war are in little better 
plight. Italy is engaged in a bitter j 
Fiurne with the Jugo-: 

of record in the -closing week of the j In a diary written in Germany this I ®* av anc * * s threatened with a rc- 
vear. Following the excitement of j year, a Canadian staff officer, prob- volutionary upheaval at home. Her 
the late Cabinet crisis a dull torpor ably Sir Andrew Macphail, the Edit* Socialist party made enormous gains 
succeeded and many Ministers were 1 or, himself, expresses his fear that " 



The capital offered no news worthy istands out for moderation and sanity quarrel over 

of the In a diary written in Germany this I Slav ail< * * s 

I l* n ^ n n /"l i a a I a I? P 

at last election and have entered 
out of town on a vacation. It is now 1 the passionate Celtic nature of the '* 11 * 0 negotiations with the Bolshe- 
reported that Sir Robert Borden may I French will insist on an unwise peace j viki.The latter have now foiled all at- 
sail for South Africa with Lord Jell- certain to sow the seeds of future tempts at their suppression by the Va- 
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icoe on January and enjoy the ben- wars and the wish that the Anglo- 
efits of a long sea voyage but noth- saxon nations who have the greater 
ing is definitely settled. If he desires fund of statesmanship, should take 
complete rest, he should take the j the whole business of peace making 
chance thus offered, for as long as he I into their own hands, 
slays on this continent he will not be 1 Unfortunately the sacrifices of 
beyond the reach of telegrams from France have given her a privileged 
his distracted colleagues or even vis- j position and she is using her to im- 
its from Mr. J. D. Reid. The amnesty pose the settlement which her Impe- 
to the defaulters under the M. S. A. | rialists desire. Mr. C16menceau was 
and military prisoners was a timely 
act of clemency and there is some cri- 


a good maker of war, but the very 
qualities which had made him this 
tidssm in Ottawa that Mr. Haney has renJer him a bad framcr of peace . As 
declined to extend it to veterans who 


are in prison for offences under the 
Ontario Temperance Act. 

Comparatively speaking this coun- 
try is at present a cosy corner of the 
world. In many other lands the year 
1920 closes in darkness and gloom. 
Mr. J. A. Spender, the Editor of the 
Westminster Gazette, has lately re- 
lated how in the early days of Aug- 
ust, 1914, lie went one evening to the 
Foreign Office in London and talk- 
ed to a high authority there, (almost 
certainly the reference is to Lord 
Grey). This statesman was in deep 
despair over the war which had just 
become certain and said to Mr. 
Spender, “I can see the lights of Eu- 
rope going out one by one ere it 
ends”. 

Today the lights are out in many a 
region of Europe. From the Rhine 
to the Urals there is a mass of human 
misery and suffering which has no 
parallel since the ferocious Thirty 
Years war and even was infinitely 
smaller in volume on account of the 
lower density of population. Germany 
is stricken to her knees and this once 
puissant state, shorn of one tenth of 
her territory and faced with enorm- 
ous burdens of indemnities, finds 
great difficulty in providing a bare 
sustenance for her population. The 
moderate socialist government 
which is in power finds it 
hard but to maintain stability 
in face of a threatened mi- 
litarist reaction on the one hand and 
tidbit ter uprising of the half-starved 
workers on the other. And now there 
has arisen a disquieting crisis over 
the ratification of the Peace Treaty. 
The Germans assert that they cannot 
afford to hand over all the dock 
equipment demanded as a penalty for 
the sinking of the fleet at Scapa 
Flow, and they ask that France re- 
lease the German prisoners of war 
whom she is still keeping a force la- 
bor. France burns with a bitter spi- 
rit of revenge and Marshal Foch and 
the military chiefs want to seize the 
excuse of delay in ratification, to 
march triumphantly into Berlin and 
occupy permanently all the left bank 


result the people of the Central 
Empires have been treated to the po- f 
licy of “ Woe to the conquered”; lit- . 
tie attention has been paid to the 
famous “ Fourteen Points” of Pres- 
ident Wilson on which they placed 
reliance and the blockade has been 
rigorously enforced against them till 
a recent date. They have been un- 
able to secure the raw materials ne- 
cessary to set their industrial life in 
motion again and a result destitution 
and unemployment have been wide- 
spread. A traveller recently return- 
ed from Vienna gives the following 
account of the state of affairs in 
that once prosperous city: 

“In these last weeks the grad- 
ually increasing misery of the mass- 
es and of the broad middle class 
has been developed into what must 
be called the slow dying of the 
population of one of the oldest great- 
est and most civilised towns in Eu- 
rope. The climax has apparently 
been reached when in the last few 


days it became publicly known that 

even the small official rations of flour Stricken universe on its feet again 


rious Russian forces whom the A1 
lies were assisting with subsidies j 
and men. The policy of interven- j 
tion, has simply consolidated the 
whole of the people of central Rus- ; 
sia behind Lenine and Trotsky and 1 
their new system of social and gov- 
ernmental association still exists as 
a nightmare to the powers that be in 
Britain and France. France mourns ! 
her million and a half dead and sees 
no prospect of restoring her shatter- 
ed f inaces. In Britain the recovery 
has been better especially in Scotland 
and the North of England but Lon- 
don and the South remain war fev- 
ered and prone to dissipation and 
dislike of settled work according to 
observers lately returned. Ireland 
still remains an insoluble problem 
and a standing reproach to British 
statesmanship. A measure of j 
Home Rule has been granted to 
India, but there is unrest and dis 
content in every province. In re- 
cent disturbances at Amritsar 500 
people were killed by soldiers firing ' 
on a mob of rioters. Egypt presents 
similar symptoms of disaffection 
with British rule and there seems no 
end to the long tale of disorders and j 
confusions in every quarter of the j 
globe. The British Commonwealth 
holds together by the common loy- 
alties and sympathies of its white ! 
inhabitants, but it is far from the 
stable fabric that if ought to be. In 
the main, however, it is the most 
benefieient force in the world today 
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the rehabilitation of the economic 
organisations of half a dozen coun- 
tries. Competent authorities assert 
that unless help of this kind on an 
enormous scale is tendered 15,000,000 
souls over and above the average 
death rate will perish on the Europ- 
ean continent ere this winter ends. 
People who live on the western side 
of the Atlantic Ocean have every 
reason to count their' lot fortunate. 

Here in Canada we have much to 
be thankful for, but also many 
tilings to give us grave concern. 
There are thousands of homes in our 
midst over which the shadow of be- 
reavement through the chances of 
war still hangs and thousands of 
men and women for whom life has 
been thereby spoilt. But heavy as 
they were, our casualties were light 
compared with those of other com- 
munities — Scotland with half our 


and its peoples are more than willing population h:is 100,000 dead — and 
to do their share in setting this j lighter in proportion than Austra- 


ftnd bread being themselves not suf- 


lia’s losses. Our industrial life de- 
is plain that rived great impetus from the mann- 


t More aud more it 

ficient to keep' men, women ana if Europe is not to sink back into a facture of munitions during the war 
children m anythiug-like a vigorous | welter of barbarism there must be a 1 and gained both in extent and effi- 

effort to assist I ciency. Prices' for food products were 


of the Rhine. Britain to her credit areas. They are reproduced in Pol- ' 



state of health could not be given j vast international 
out for more than half, all reserves 
of the municipalities being consumed 
and new imports of foodstuffs fail- 
ing to come in. It is not difficult to 
imagine what under these general con- 
ditions of life the sufferings of the 
poorest of the poor, and the weakest j 
of the weak ones what the fate I 
of the children of Vienna must be. j 
Every fresh month increases the I 
really appalling misery and helpless- j 
ness of the* children of all ages in j 
this most unhappy town. By a stat- j 
istical inquiry arranged in this year ! 
by the school teachers it has been ; 
stated that there are in Vienna 20 j 
per cent, of all the counted children | 
ina medium state of nourishment;’ 

(57 per cent, are under this level and 
only 9 per cent, of the children are 
considered to be in a state of unin- 1 
jured physical condition.” 

Yet this is only one example of 
conditions which prevail in vast 


Briar Pipes 

If you have not used a 
i( B. B. B. ” then you really 
have not had the pleasure of 
a good — absolutely — satis- 
fying smoke. There are more 
B. B. B. pipes smoked in Can- 
ada than any other higli grade 
pipe made. That’s the result 
of maintaining quality that has 
stood the test for years — ask 
your dealer. 


high and despite serious crop 
failures in certain areas many 
farmers made money in the 
last . five years. This year 
wholesalers and retailers agree in 
saying that the Christmas trade is 
better than ever before, the banks 
have lots df money, the places of 
amusement are thronged, and there is 
an air of surface prosperity and well- 
| being, which might give cause for 
satisfaction to the rulers of our 
j country. 

It is true that we have incurred 
j the burden of an enormous public 
debt, but our financial pundits as- 
sure us that as by far the major 
i portion of it is held within our own 
• bouuds it is as much an asset as a lia - 
bility. If pessimists point to our 
| adverse exchange rate with the U. 
S., the retort is made that it has its 
virtues as it affords protection to 
our manufacturers, and will induce 
people to buy domestic products. It 
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is true that our great area of boom 
and expansion has come to an end. 
Development of our country will pro- 
ceed but at a soberer and safer pace; 
we have already through the war en- 
joyed a most valuable respite, which 
lias enabled us in some measure to 
bring our educational and social ma- 
chinery up to the needs' 'of our ex- 
panded material development. We 
are now practically clear of all the 
entanglements and commitments of 
the European struggle, we aceepted 
the responsibilities of our situation 
and played a worthy part in the con- 
test, and we are now free to pick up 
the old threads of our national life 
again. 

It was not to be expected that this 
life could not be vitally affected by 
the wide-world upheaval and it will 
be for the historian and philosophic 
sociologist yet unborn to pass judg- 
ment on whether the late conflict 
brought for us a balance of good or 
evil. It has left a permanent legacy 
of other traditions that the glory of 
materialist exploits like building 
railways or floating mergers, sue- ! 
cess in which six years ago was se- 
dulously held out to the youth of Can- 
ada as the proper goal of their ambi- 
tion is not enough.Today the humblest 
private in the Princess Pat's is an 
obpect of higher popular esteem than 
our richest porkpackers or most mul- 
tiple director of companies. 

But against this there has been a 
certain debasement of moral values. 
The necessity for maintaining a na- 
tional partisan solidarity and the 
subtle influence of the specious in- 
novation called propaganda have 
brought about an almost settled hab- 
it of distortion of the truth to suit 
immediate ends with all save the 
scrupulously upright of our press 
and politicians. Many of them were 
none too particular in their practic- 


es before, but the war enhanced all 
the evil features. The sense of fair- 
ness and impartiality, the willing- 
ness to listen to the other side, the 
inclination to see some iota of good 
instead of a totality of evil in one's 
opponent became a settled habit and 
it lias passed over into the time of 
peace. Never were moral values so 
low in our public life, seamy though 
many of its aspects in the past have 
been. 

Some observers attribute this set- 
back to the decay of religion, which 
has been sadly receding in influence, 
at least outside of the French-Cana- 
dian territory, but that is not the 
whole story. The real root of the 
evil lies in the fact that as a com- 
munity we have no settled ideals or 
aspirations. We were told during 
the war by thousands of patriotic 
voices that a new world was to be 
born for Canada out of Armeged on 
and for some of us the old one was 
not so pleasant or creditable that 
its disappearance would cause many 
tears. 

What we had done prior to the 
war was to accept the challenge of 
the wilderness and by almost incre- 
dible labors provide the northern 
half of the North American conti- 
nent with the physical machinery 
of civilization. Other triumphs to 
our credit we had none. The teleph- 
one, it is true, was invented by one 
of our citizens, but when Ralph Con- 
nor was our foremost writer to the 
outer world we could not claim the 
possession of a literature. Art lived 
a struggling life in cases and no 
original political or social concep- 
tion had emanated from our shores. 
The new world which we were prom- 
ised it must be better than if it 
was to be satisfactory. 

It was talked about in plenty but 
the phrases were vague and soon 


palled. No leader, spiritual or politic- 
al, arose to give his picture of what 
our new Canadian world should be 
and by what methods it should be 
shaped and we fell back in common 
it must- be confessed with many ! 
other countries including our south- j 
ern neighbors, into the old policy of ] 
drift along a torpid sea of material- 
ism. We have no definite aims or 
aspirations. Our destinies are guided 
by what is called “policy". There 
was a long controversy last century 
as to whether science or religion 
should be guiding force in human af- 
fairs, but in most modern states 
neither has prevailed and- if there is 
one ruling power today, it is “pol- 
icy". Now policy in the hands of 
our rulers is assuredly in no way 
connected with religion whatever 
may be the aspirations and dolu 
sions of Mr. Rowell and his school 
of would-be moralists. Our notions 
of policy as expressed by our public 
men reflect the ideals for an acqui- 
sitive society and the greed of local- 
ities groups and classes. They are 
meshed in the meaner arts of vote- 
catching and election ring and are 
polluted with every brand of indivi- 
dual and party ambition. Their 
fruits are intrigue, jealousy and 
strife and they are poles removed 
from the Spirit of the Sermon on the 
Mount. On the other hand “policy" 
is far too completely at the mercy of 
passion, ignorance and caprice, far 
too deeply involved in the secondary 
interests of parties and far too much 
bound up with the private fortunes 
and plans of prominent politicians , 
to be deserving of the epithet scien ! 
tific, in any sense of the word. 

Yet the men who lead us today 
are the politicians, the authors and 
agents of “policy". Their work 
which consists of devising policies 
and framing laws to make them ef- 
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fective is work which counts and on 
which deeply vital issues depend. 
But the only motive to which they 
acknowledge any difference is the 
purely utilitarian and material, 
which of all human motives is the 
weakest for permanent good. One 
can scan in vain the speeches of the 
last six Sessions in all our legisla- 
tures and fail to find more than a 
rare passage in which a high moral 
or humanitarian note is struck. If 
such a note is struck at once goes up 
the howl of “Cut out the sentiment" 
which is a sure sign that the mean- 
est sentiments hold the field senti- 
ments which bring the world to 
deathdealing strife. Lower public and 
private morality bring men and wo- 
men to sell their souls and ideals for 
petty gain. Nothing is so abuudent- 
ly clear than that both Canada and 
the world at large will pursue a fu- 
tile and truobled existence, depriv- 
ing their citizens of much that is 
best in life until some noble senti- 
ment and better national ideal dis- 
places the base ones now dominant. 

We hear that the country yearns 
for great leaders, but it need faith- 
ful followers for the lead they will 
give if they appear and there will 
be neither the one nor the other un- 
til there is a wholesale change of 
heart among the mass of our people. 
Our army won us for great glory on 
the field of battle but a nation can- 
not live either by that or bread 
alone. The building up of a civiliz- 
ation, says George Rusfeell the great 
Irish philosopher and co-operative 
leader, is at once the most interest- 
ing and practical of human tasks, 
it lies before the people of Canada 
and we have so far only scratched out 
a rather shallow foundation. What 
we should as a people set ourselves 
resolutely to do is to build up a ci- 
vilization which will give us a Set- 
tled primacy in the art of life, at- 
tract immigrants in thousands to our 
shores and make in a model for the 
other nations to imitate. It involves 
it is true, many changes and sacri- 
fices ,and will only be attained af- 
ter many setbacks and disapoint- 
ments. 

But the task cannot be begun un- 
til there is a wholesale clearance from 
the seats of government of the great 
majority of our present politicians, 
whose sole accomplishment is the 
artful manipulation of low motives 
and the substitution in their place 
of leaders who are animated by high 
motives and possessed of sufficient 
driving pbwer to win practical ac- 
ceptance for their ideals. If the year 
1920 offers any opportunities to as- 
sist in this preliminary task, they 
should not be lost by the people of 
Canada. 

J. A. S. 
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Honorary Colonel Sir John Craig Eaton, K.B., whose appointment to 
(the Canadian Pacific Railway Company’s directorate has been just an- 
nounced, is best known to the mass of the American public as president 
! and dominant personality of the T. Eaton Co. Ltd. of Toronto and Winni- 
peg, the largest departmental institution of the Dominion, for which his 
father, the late Timothy Eaton, fifty years ago laid the foundation. In 
official circles Sir John is even better known as probably the foremost 
Canadian in civilian co-operation with the forces of government during the 
war period. And in the realm of trade he leads as an exponent of scientific 
organization, while at the same time recognizing the human equation in the 
labor factor. 

Sir John was born in Toronto April 28, 1876, receiving his education 
in the public schools of his native city and Upper Canada College. He 
began his commercial career with his father’s growing establishment, the 
business of which has more than doubled in volume under his administra- 
tion, his individual foresight leading to the opening of the Western house 
at Winnipeg in 1905. and the Moncton, N.B., outpost this past season. In 
addition to being president of the T. Eaton Co., he is director of the Domin- 
ion Bank, the Canadian National Exhibition Association, and Wellesley 
Hospital; a member of the Senate of Victoria College, Toronto; an honor- 
ary governor, trustee and member of the Finance Committee of the Toronto 
General Hospital; a member of the Toronto Board of Trade and of the 
Canadian Manufacturers* Association; also one of Canada’s best known 
clubmen and sportsmen, with yachting, fishing and motoring as his favorite 
forms of recreation. Political honors, though proferred like Caesar’s 
crown, he has time again refused. 

Knighted June 3. 1915. he was incidentally the recipient on Sept., 19th, 
ri-917 of the special decoration of the Navy League, this being an exceptional 
honor conferred on but twenty-eight persons in all the Empire within the 
past twenty years. In partial explanation it will be remembered that 
early in the war Sir John turned over to the Admiralty his fine private 
yacht, the Florence, which served on the Atlantic Coast patrol under the 
ensign until no longer required, in the late autumn of 1916. During the 
war period he also organized, equipped and sent overseas the Eaton Ma- 
chine gun batteries; while over $1,000,000 of his private fortune was ex- 
pended in the maintenance of dependents of Eatonians at the front, the 
weekly payroll exceeding $10,000. Two thousand six hundred and eighty- 
two voluntary recruits went from the T. Eaton Co.’s establishments to the 
war- a man-power little short of three complete battalions— this splendid 
body representing 39.25 per cent of the company’s male employees. And 
while the men were fighting for flag and freedom. Sir John provided liber- 
ally t'of their families at home, this wage roll of patriotism exceeding 
$2,000,000 in the ultimate total. 

The Inclusion of Sir John Eaton on the Canadian Pacific directorate 
gives that pioneer national transcontinental road not only another exper- 
ienced business general capable of and accustomed to thinking and acting in 
large proportions. It also gives it a man who perhaps more than any other 
in the Dominion believes iu the application of the Golden Rule io every- 
day affairs and has proven recognition of the human equation to be suc*< 
cessful policy, in the operation of his own large concerns. 
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sight, his business ingenuity, his 
great financial Genius. And why 
not r— it is merely a financier on a 
rampage, and any respectable, 
wealthy financier is entitled to an 
occasional rampage. 

Now it is the churches. They are 
on a rampage. You must do this and 
you must not do that. If you persist 
in doing it you will be damned. My 
own contention is that in about 95 
per cent, of the cases you will be 
damned if you do. You must be dry, 
bone-dry. You must be smokeless. 
Different churches, at different 
times, have indulged in all sorts of 
rampages, on all sorts of topics, 
from witchcraft to astronomy, from 
drink to powder and rouge, from wo 


composure. . Meat and grocery bills 
‘ have a tantalizing way of dancing 
i along on the ticks of time to the C, 
O.D. tune. The day finally came, 
and it had to come, when the larder 
was empty, the human boiler had 
run down, the human machinery had 
collapsed, the crisis was here, and 
the men walked out — crawled out 
on their empty bellies back to l'ood- 
less homes. 

And some newspapers call this a 
crime. ** 

Others rage, and roar, some shriek, 
all scream, and all damn the human 
machine that had reached its limita- 
tions, the human furnace for which 
the city fathers failed and refused 
to find the fuel, although there was 
plenty of fuel for the mechanical ma- 
chines to pump the pumps that were 
to give our precious bodies and our 
homes the supply of water ueeded. 

The fact is, my friends, that there 
is no fault with the men. The fact 
men to sacred bulls, from Japanese is that the city administration had 
spit balls to Chinese incense, from 1 seven months in which to do simple 
holy -rollers to industrial Dowieism, j justice to the men involved in this 
from hari-kiri .to kosher meat. The j strike. The fact is that these men 
I churches, only the cnurches, are on are asked to perform an important 
a rampage. It’s quite all right, the public service while starving upon 
editors will tell you. their tottering legs. The fact is 

j But the workman f Oh no! No i that the attitude of the press has 
rampage for him! He must stay i been absolutely vile. The fact is that 
right in the traces, no matter How 1 in the hearts of workmen rancor and 
rough the road and docilely pull the j a deep sense of injustice burns. The 
burdens that are heaped upon him : attack of the public press upon the 
j by thoughtless, selfish society. j efforts ofthese men, after seven long 
Now let us consider the water- months of waiting for amelioration 
works’ strife. The minimum pay is 
$85.00 and the maximum $120.00 a 
month.. If you are very clever, if 
you can assume the responsibility 
of caring for and nursing complicat- 
ed machinery worth hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, if you can be 
entrusted day in and day out to do 
your duty, rain or shine, to keep the 
great masses of the people, supplied 
with a necessity of life— if you can fill 
this bill the great, comercially pros- 
perous, important port of Montreal 
will give you $85. to $120 a month, 
provided you have passed your ex- 
amination as a thoroughly compet- 
ent engineer. Of course you must ex- 
onerate the city of Montreal from 


of their unbearable conditions, 
should have the condemnation of 
every right-thinking citizen iu this 
city. For what earthly reason 
should the press of this city pounce 
upon a few workmen and denounce 
them as a set of hoodlums, as a gang 
of men ready to imperil the lives of 
the citizens of this city merely to 
gain their own selfish ends, when the 
facts of the case clearly show that 
they cannot exist upon the meagre, 
squalid wages paid by the city? No 
explanation is forthcoming. I do not 
knowthe reason. I cannot imagine 
the reason for these vitriolic at- 
tacks. They say God knows, but I 
am not sure that He knows, 
any responsibility for the high cost MORAL: If you want water fam 


of living, which admittedly demands 
$1,975.00 from you each year if you 
are to rear your family; that is, if 


ine pay the men wages of famine. 
If you want a good water supply 
pay the men a living wage, not hy- 


George Pierce. 


you are to live by means of feeding, politically, but in money, real 
clothing and sheltering a family of j money, 
five. Now please understand that | 
the men in the waterworks are only; 
human beings, just working men. 

They have to pay cash for what they | 
get, they cannot issue long-time) 
notes. So it became quite a prob- 
lem how a man, with a family, who 
only received $1,020.00 a year could 
continuue to shovel coal into the 
furnaces when he dit not get enough 
food to put into his own furnace; 
in plain terms, 


DRUG CLERK GAINS 

Through their strike which ended 
last week the New York city drug 
clerks made progress ’towards a reduc- 
tion of the long working hours of 
which all druggists complain. The 
union obtained agreements with the 


, pharmaceutical associations in two 
fl ,. 111 hls ° wu ^dly, * districts, Bronx county and Browns- 

\‘ l . 1S . ar,us ma y ke strong ; v ille j u Brooklyn, providing for the 

hnn g l f ,°> S ,0 \ ul t H \ f00d jut .° thte nine-hour day and $45 a week for 
" ' " le uau ' ‘ works organism. 1 registered pharmacists, with an $18 


So naturally the matter was taken 
up in June last with the authorities 
of the grand metropolis of the city of 
Montreal. Naturally anything so 
great and grand as the city of Mont- 
real can be expected to move with 
a stately, restrained grandeur befit- 
ing its dignified importance. Eight 
months have slipped away while the 
city, so to speak, was adjusting its 


minimum for juniors. Large num- 
bers of individual stores especially on 
the East Side, have also granted the 
nine-hour day and wage increases. No 
concessions were obtained from the 
chain stores. A unique incident of 
the strike was the offer of a group 
of physicians to arbitrate the dispute. 
The employers, however, rejected ar- 
bitration. 
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LABOR AND PUBLIC HEALTH 


While the British medical profession 
is at odds about the proposition to 
affiliate with the trade union move- 
ment, and while the local health auth- 
orities have adopted a waiting atti- 
tude since the establishment of the 
Ministry of Health, the British Labor 
Party seems to be the only one that 
has come out with a definite, construc- 
tive plan for the reconstruction of 
national health activities and for the 
socialization of the medical profes- 
sion. 

This plan is described in more or 
less detail in the Memoranda pre- 
pared by the Advisory Committee on 
Public Health of the Labor Party. 
Starting out with the premise that 
< ‘ health is a national concern and dis- 
ease a national danger, hence, the pre- 
servation of the health of every in- 
dividual, frich or poor, should be 
undertaken by the nation collective- 
ly, ’ ’ the party proposes a ‘ * reorganiz- 
ation of the whole mechanism of medi- 
cal service and a reconstruction of the 
preventative and curative medical ser- 
vices and hospital and laboratory sys- 
tems, under a Ministry of Health.” 
The proposed activities of the national 
health service include the following: 

1. Public health service, which is a 
continuation of work of existing mu- 
nicipal and county public health ser- 
vices, including the inspection of food 
and nuisances and largely dealing 
with material environment and infec- 
tion. 

2. Domiciliary and nursing service, 
largely directing its attention to the 
caro of expectant mothers, infants and 
young children in the pre-school age, 
and the general care of cases which 
are usually treated at home; this in- 
cludes a complete service of doctors, 
health visitors, nurses and midwives, 
working on preventative and curative 
lines. 

3. School health service, organized 
on present lines but much more amply 
provided with trained nurses and fa- 
cilities to teach the school children 
personal hygiene. 

4. Industrial health service to take 
complete care of the health of the 
twelve million persons engaged in in- 
dustry; with whole time and part 
time medical officers; with super- 
vision of working conditions in every 
industrial establishment and detecting 
disease early wherever possible; with 
committees for inquiring causes of ac- 
cidents and sickness; with a research 
staff to receive special training in 
physiology and hygiene and to make 
special studies of causes of fatigue, 
etc. 

5. Research service for general 
medical and hygienic research and 
work in preventive medicine. 

6. Hospital and clinical service 
providing an adequate number of 


hospital beds for those requiring in- 
stitutional treatment, with an increase 
of beds from two to five per thousand 
papulation, according to locality; the 
public hospitals to become the health 
centres for each local health authority 
and providing accommodation for all 
mod ical a c t i vi t iee . 

The Labor Party likewise proposes 
radical changes in the principles 
underlying the administration of the 
proposed health activities and in the 
organization of the medical alminis- 
t ration. In the first place, the party 
puts it as a fundamental principle 
that the health state service, should 
be under democratic control both at 
headquarters and at every local centre. 

It further proposes that all medical 
service should be absolutely free and 
open to all, this including all the var- 
ious health activities as outlined 
above, and that all hospitals, labora- 
tories, preventoria, etc., should be or- 
ganized nationally and locally, each 
local hospital serving as an institute 
of health and part of the national 
health service. 

An important requirement is that in 
the organization of the medical pro- 
fession 4 ‘the doctors within the area 
and not the single practitioner should 
form the unit of medical service and 
each sucli medical unit should have 
control over its own local professional 
affairs and be linked up to all the 
units within the area and be respons- 
ible for the health of the area it “ 
serves.” A further requirement is - 
that the staff of the unit should not 
stay in its headquarters awaiting dis- 
ease to knock at its doors, but should 
set about, investigating the origin of 
disease, teach the law’s of healthy liv- 
ing to its community and see that 
healthy conditions are maintained 
wherever human beings congregate. 

According to the scheme of the 
Labor Party, the medical service 
should be so organized as to attract 
to the profession the best brains of the 
community, and the scale of compen- 
sation should be adequate to the im- 
portance of the services rendered with 
provision for pension and retirement. 
There should be engaged separate 
medical staffs for preventative and 
for clinical work. The clinical staff 
of each health authority should be 
composed of the following whole-time 
officers: chief medical officers; gen- 
eral practitioners; consulting special- 
ists and dentists; medical staffs of 
the hospitals; scientific consultants 
in various branches of medicine; resi- J 
dent medical officers of hospitals ; j 
and medical officers in charge of 
special clinics and treatment centres, j 

A provision is made that the gen- i 
eral practitioners shall w'ork in groups 
around a hospital or treatment centre ; 
that no practitioner shall be called i 
upon to have under his charge morel 
than 3,500 persons in urban districts; 
and 2,000 in rural districts, and that 
the inhabitants within an area ad- 
ministered by one group of the medi- 
cal practitioners shall be entitled to 
chooso any practitioner within that 
group. 



Have All Your Shoes 
Fitted With Rubbers 

Protect your new shoes by having them 
fitted with the right Rubbers. 

Utilize your old shoes oil wet days by 
making them waterproof with easy, com- 
fortable, perfect-fitting Rubbers. 

“Jacques-Cartier” — “Merchants” — “Maple 
Leaf”— “Dominion” — “Granby” and “Daisy”. 

Dominion Rubber 

SYSTEM PRODUCTS 

that enable you to get staunch, well-made Rubbers 
in shapes and sizes to fit every shoe for every mem- 
ber of the family. 

Ask your Dealer for one 
of the six Brands above. 


The Young Mans 

Best Recommendation 


A Savings Account is more than 
a start towards financial indepen- 
dence — it is a mark of character. 

One of the strongest recommen- 
dations in the world of business 
that a young man can present, is a 
Merchants Bank Pass-Book, show- 
ing a record of consistent, savings. 

A Savings Account may be open- 
ed with $1.00, which shows how 
highly we regard the accounts of 
those who desire to save. 

The Merchants Bank of Canada 

ESTABLISHED 1864. 

372 Branches and Agencies in Canada extending 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

Savings Department at All Branches 
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I OUR SCOTTISH LETTER , 

railway negotiations. The probabi- 
lity that in the almost certain event 
of the Government adhering to its 
anti-nationalization attitude the di- 
rect actionists among the miners 
vyill ask the special Trade Union 
Congress in February to adopt a 
strike policy. The possibility of a 
deadlock in the negotiations on the 
claim of the dock and riverside 
workers for a standard wage of 10s. 
a day. The dissatisfaction in the en- 
gineering and shipbuilding .trades 
with the recent 5s. increase award. 
The rumor of imminent trouble on 
the railways has been disposed of 
by Mr. Thomas, who expresses him- 
self more hopefully about the new 
Government offet which he receiv- 
ed on Saturday, last and which is to 
be submitted shortly to a delegate 
meeting for consideration after cer- 
tain obscure points have been elucid- 
ated in a future conference with the 
Government. Regarding the demands 
of the Transport Workers’ Federa- 
tion for the 16s. daily wage for 
dock workers, several ' of the in- 
terests concerned, including not on- 
ly dock authorities but trading bo- 
dies, which fear that rney would be 
ad versed ly affected by any increase 
in the cost of handling goods have 
been busily organizing resistance. 
The unions have not pressed the 
matter forward hastily, but tlie 


workers at many of the ports have 
recently manifested impatience. 


Glasgow, December 20th. 

Opening a new Labor Hall, Mr. J. 
Thomas, M.P., expressed his convic- 
tion that after the next election La- 
bor would have a majority over any 
other section in Parliament. The 
Premier was rallying round the Coa- 
lition all interests to which Labor 
was opposed, and Labor would take 
up the challenge. No greater mis- 
take was ever made than to suppose 
that Labor was going to govern on- 
ly in the interests of the working 
classes. The only people whom they 
excluded from their definition of 
Labor were those who contributed 
nothing either by hand or brain to 
the well-being of the community. The 
difficulty of those earning a fixed 
income at the present day was real 
and genuine, and Labor quarrelled 
with no policy intended to deal 
with that situation. But the middle 
classes must understand that Labor 
had to pass through a hard and bit- 
ter struggle to obtain every privi- 
lege it enjoyed today, and the middle 
classes should help. There are many 
today who conscientiously believe 
that the only hope of the workers 
is in industrial and not political 
action. 

lie would lay it down as a cardin- 
al principle that the strike weapon 
was an inherent power of which La- 
bor must not be deprived, but he be- 
lieved that nothing could be more 
fatal to industrial and political 
movements alike than merely to 
shout every day that the strike was 
the only thing with which they were 
concerned. To those who said that 
they had lost their faith in the pol- 
itical machine he would reply that 
the political machine had never been 
tested. The mission of the Labor 
Party was to show the way to so- 
cial emancipation. It would make 
mistakes, for the perfect man was 
the perfect tool, and the man who 
never made a mistake never made 
anything. 

But the world today demonstrated 
the mistakes of the present govern- 
ing class, and it would be impossible 
to make a bigger muddle of things 
than they had done. There were dif- 
ficult, and anxious cays ahead for 
those entrusted with responsibility 
and leadership. The world is in a 
turmoil, full of misery and sorrow 
It, was this world in turmoil which 
the Labor Party sought to recon- 
struct.. The Labor movement, was a 
great, religious movement, and stood 
for sometimes higher then mere ma- 
terial things. It was the only move 
ment that gave real comfort and 
hope t o the downtrodden masses of 
the world. 

Coming Industrial Strife. 

The rumors of coming industrial 
strife on .a grand scale, which have 
been current during the past week, 
nre obviously highly speculative 
forecasts based on the following 
facts: The doubtful course of the 


Waitresses’ Revolt. 

The waitresses and restaurant 
workers have joined the Women 
Workers’ Federation, and at a 
meeting this week it was agreed to 
take action to enforce better wages 
and conditions of employment. The 
terms demanded include a 44-hour 
week, time and a half for overtime, 
and the adoption of a wage-scale 
ranging from £2 10s. to £3 5s. The 
wages are framed to allow workers 
■dining out. The employers, who 
have made big profits during the war 
have stated they will not meet the 
union to discuss the workers’ griev- 
ances, as they believe “ the, employ- 
ees are satisfied with the terms and 
conditions” of their occupation. 

Threat to Strike. 

Workers connected with the Scot 
tish funeral hiring and coach and 
cab driving industry are this week 
balloting on the question of with- 
drawing their labor for the purpose 
of enforcing their demands for an 
increase of wages. An application 
for an increase, it is stated, was 
made to the employers as far back 
as September 3. But as no reply 
was forthcoming the men have de- 
cided to bring the matter to a deci- 
sion. The conditions at present in 
vogue are said to be inferior to 
those in any other industry. Wages 
range from 27s per week in one sec- 
tion to 36s. in others, the highest 
rate paid by the firms concerned 
being 35s., plus a bonus of Is. per 


PURE 
WOOL 
WEAR 

For sale at Jaeger Stores and 
agencies throughout Canada. 

Dr. Jaeger Sani ^7 8t ^ o,,en co. limited 

MONTREAL 

WINNIPEG TORONTO 

funeral, giving an average wage of 
not more than £2 per week. The 
working day is stated to be anv 
thing from 10 to 14 hours. 

Operative Masons. 

Representatives of the building 
industry describe as foolish the Pre- 
mier’s speech about dilution and 
the removal of union restrictions. 
They are certain, that when they 
meet Mr. Lloyd George it will not 
take them long to convince him 
that he was “ talking tosh”, and 
had been misled by his informants. 
The Scottish Operative Mason’s As- 
sociation, who are represented on 
the Housing Committee of the Build- 
ings Industrial Council, are convinc- 
ed that the adoption of “priority” 
schemes will only retard housing, an:, 
that proposals accepted by the Gov- 
ernment for a better distribution of 
work would do more for the erection 
of houses than the stoppage of lux- 
ury buildings. 


STAG 

CHEWINC TOBACCO 


r>y 


It gives to the consumer 
a feeling of pleasure 
and contentment. 


Pit Smithy Workers. 

The Claims of the Scottish Colliery 
Smithy Workers for time-and-half 
for all overtime during the week, 
and double time for Sunday over- 
time, was discussed at a meeting be- 
tween the Scottish Coal Owners and 
the Associated Blacksmiths’ Society. 
After a long discussion, Sir Adam 
Nimmo, chairman of the Coal Own- 
ers’ Association, offered time-and-a- 
quarter for all overtime. Mr. James 
Jarvic, the blacksmiths’ delegate, 
said he could not accept this offer 
without consulting his members. The 
blacksmiths had delegates present 
from Linlithgowshire, Stirlingshire, 
Fifeshire, Lothians, Lanarkshire, 
Dumbartonshire, and Ayrshire. 

Dundee Bakers’ Dispute. 

Last Saturday strike notices to 
take effect in a week were issued on 
behalf of Dundee operative bakers. 
The dispute bears on the national 
agreement recently arrived at, it be- 
ing contended by the operatives’ 
union that the agreement does not 
suit the working conditions in Dun- 
dee, and that autonomy in regard to 
local disputes should be preserved. 
The masters state that the Dundee 
brancli of the operatives’ union has 
not implemented the clause in the 
national agreement by appointing 
seven members to act on the mas- 
ters’ and mens’ committee for the 
settlement of district grievances. A 
series of demands have been made 
by the men, referring principally to 
a re-arrangement of hours and rates 
of pay. 

James Gibson. 
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HOW C.P.R. ENGINEER WON 
VICTORIA CROSS 


It fell to the lot of a C.P.R. 
engineer Pte. John Peter Robert- 
son to win the much coveted Vic- 
toria Cross at Passchendaele. 
Robertson enlisted at Lethbridge 
with the 175th and was an engineer 
on that division. He was better 
known as “Pete” to his Lelrbridge 
friends. He was born in Pictou, Nova 
Scotia, but lived most of his life in 
Medicine Hat with his mother, Mrs. 

Alex. Robertson 

Robertson was aged thirty-four, 
won his distinction in connection 
with operations at Passchendaele, 
November 6, 1917. Details came 
through authoritative channels that 
during his battalion’s attack Robert- 
son’s platoon was held up by uncut 
wire two hundred yards from the 
final objective. Our guns were 
still busy cutting a way through 
the wire when a German ma- 
chine gun opened fire and inflicted 
very heavy losses on the Canadians. 
Robertson, without waiting for or- 
ders 3T' J entirely on his own initia- 
tive, rushed towards the German gun. 
defying the machine guns’ withering 
fire. Moreover, our artillery barrage 
was so intense that death *eemed 
almost certain Working his way 
to the flank, he eventually found an 
opening in the wire, got through 
crawled until the end of the 


emplacement was reached. Rising 
suddenly to his feet he charged 
down on the astonished Germans, 
and killed four of the gun crew before 
they could recover from their sur- 
prise. The remainder fled in terror, 
but their flight was soon cut short 
when Robertson seized *he abandon- 
ed gun, screwed it around and poured 
a hail of bullets upon the backs of 
the fast disappearing enemy. Sev- 
eral of them fell victims to their 
own weapon and others were caught 
by our shells. When the remainder 
of the pi- toon arrived Robertson 
was still firing the captured gun. 
It was entirely due to his heroic 
action that the whole line was en 
abled to advance and capture the 
final objective. Robertson went for- 
ward with the first wave, taking a 
gun with him. He used it very 
effectively to keep down the fire of 
German machine guns and snipers, 
while his platoon consolidated the 
new position. Later in the day 
when two or our «nipers who 
ventured in front of our lines were 
wounded Robertson volunteered to 
bring them in. He went into the 
open, although exposed to a heavy 
enemy fire, lifted one man on his 
back and carried him safely to the 
trench and immediately returned to 
the second man, staggering back 
with his unconscious burden while 



Pre Rve* Roesn-rscN 
~ w too won rut 

Victoria Cross 


i OAMfliyo'decWPoKft a aoXn » 


the bullets whistled around him. 
But as if cruel fate were awaiting 
until the last possible moment to 
overtake him, he was killed on the 
very parapet of the trench, his mis- 
sion almost accomplished His 
splendidly heroic end. like his dash- 
ing work done earliei in the day, 
had a most inspiring effect. 
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Hnarii of AftjUBlmrttl 


T HE Montreal Gazette, distinguished as the official inisin- 
terpreter of the organized labor movement, played up to 
its distinction recently by getting a cross-eyed view of a 
declaration made by tin; Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and 
Engincmen. The Gazette said in effect that the Brotherhood had 
put itself on record as being opposed to the Railway Board of 
Adjustment No. 1. which is representative of employers and em- 
ployees, and which, ..during and since the war, has settled many 
big and little troubles at round-table conference. 

What the Brotherhood did say was that it. “opposed the per- 
petuation of the Board of Adjustment by legislative enactment, 
inasmuch as sneh legislation would introduce the principle of 
compulsory arbitration to which the organization has repeatedly 
recorded its opposition". In other words, it objected to a vol- 
untary board for the settlement of difficulties between employers 
and employees being turned into a compulsory machine. The 
Brotherhood members would be amongst the first to pay tribute 
to the work of the Board of Adjustment, and have no desire to 
see its excellent work abandoned or curtailed. They merely 
object, as they have always objected, to any proposal to compel 
the workers to take their eases before it and to accept its findings. 
On the other hand, members of the Brotherhood are of the opinion 
that if there were more Boards of Adjustment dealing with dif- 
ferent trades as efficiently as the Railway Board of Adjustmcm 
has dealt with railway labor matters, there would be fewer strikes 
and infinitely better understanding between parties to labor dis- 
putes. 

K. C. 


Uomrtt to thr iForr 


F KOM England and from a southern state of the U. S. there 
came two interesting press despatches within the past ten 
days, both affording an argument for the claim of women 
to figure more and more in the ordinary activities of the world. 
In the first case, it was stated that a woman had been appointed 
a magistrate at Stalybridge, in Lancashire, and it may be that in 
this instance the old boast will be justified, 1 ‘What Lancashire 
thinks today, England will think to-morrow", which was an 
old saying of the free trade school in Manchester. It was gratify- 
ing to note that the new magistrate began by dismissing all the 
cases that came before the court that day, all of which were petty 
infringements of by-laws. In Canada it would seem to be especial- 
ly fitting that a beginning in this respect might be made with 
some of our juvenile courts, for on the whole women are brought 
into contact much more with children than are men and have a 
much more instinctive idea as to what motives and influence 
govern their actions. If the normal children in the primar}' 
schools can be instructed by women teachers, why should not the 
abnormal children guilty of offences be dealt with by women? 
Hut the first step towards permitting women to be magistrates 
nas not been taken, since they are not even yet admitted to the bar. 

Many years ago there was a woman's name which rang 
throughout the length and breadth of the United Kingdom; it 
was that of Grace Darling, the daughter of a lighthouse keeper 
who succeeded, at great personal peril, in saving a number of 
xiien from a ship that had been driven on to tnc shore. Her 
modern prototype has been found in Mrs. Oram, the wife of an 
American captain. Capt. Oram left Las Palmas for a port in 
Alabama, lie was a sick man and his first mate left the ship 
at the last moment, so that the captain's wife was called upon 
to navigate the vessel on her husband’s instructions. Hut final 
eight bells sounded for the sick skipper, and his wife amid a 
storm sent out signals of distress, which were seen, and the ship 
was brought into port by the one that responded. 

Yet in this province women are still deemed unfit to exercise 
the provincial or municipal vote, though they have gained the 
federal vote. 


A meeting of the members of the executive com- 
mittee of the ififth Sunday Meeting Association will 
be held at 60 Dandurand Building on Monday, Jan- 
uary 12th, at 8.15 p.ih. 


J Am Printing Jlrrfis 


I am the printing press, born of the I 
mother earth. My heart is of steel, j 
my limbs are of iron, and my fingers 
are of brass. 

I sing songs of the world, the orator- 1 
ios of history, the symphonies of 
all time. 

I am the voiee of today, the herald of 
tomorrow. I weave into the warp 
of the past the woof of the future. 

I tell the stories of peace and war 
alike. 

I make the human heart beat with 
passion or tenderness. I stir the 
pulse of nations, ana make bravo 
men do braver deeds and soidiens j 
die. 

I inspire the midnight toiler, weary at 
his loom, to lift his head again ana j 
gaze, with fearlessness, into tho j 
vast beyond, seeking the consolation j 

of a hope eternal. 


When I speak, a myriad of people 
listen to my voice. The Anglo- 
Saxon, the Gelt, the Hun, the Slav, 
the Hindu, ail comprehend me. 

I am the tireless clarion of the news. 
I cry our joys and sorrows every 
hour. I fill the dullard's mind with 
thoughts uplifting. I am light, 
knowledge and power. I epitomize 
the conquests of mind over matter. 

I am the record of all things man- 
kind has achieved. My offspring 
comes to you in the candle's glow, 
amid the dim lamps of poverty, the 
splendor of riches; at sunrise, at 
high noon, and. in the waning even- 
ing. 

I am the laughter and tears of the 
world, and I shall never die until 
all things return to the immutable 
dust. 

I am the printing press. 
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THROW OPEN OUR SCHOOLS 


By Rose HENDERSON. 


This demand for throwing open increasing number of peoples of all 


our schools is growing more and 
more insistant. Its need is impe- 
rative and the good that would ac- 
crue therefrom would be the na- 
tion’s greatest asset. 

The schools are public property 
maintained through taxing the peo 
pie, therefore, the will of the peo- 
ple should prevail, and from a busi- 
ness point of view they are entitled 
to full value for their money. 

Millions of dollars have been sun*, 
in school properties in this city, and 
the question is being asked by 
thoughtful citizens, “Are we getting 
full value out of our expenditures? 
Are our schools being used to full 
capacity, as they should be in view 
of the need; and if they are not 
what is the reason and who is to 
blame?” 

The question of the opening of the 
schools has been up for discussion. 
For many years a little headway 
has been made. A few are open cer- 
tain nights in the week for limited 
recreations, but there is lacking any 
real social organization to carry on 
the work, and a feeling exists that 
these schools are open under suf- 
ferance as a great privilege which 
may at any time be withdrawn, con- 
sequently many people do not know 
that even these slight privileges ex- 
ist, and many of these who do feel 
they are usupers and therefore do 
not enjoy the privileges as they 
should. 

There is no city on the continent 
where the need is so great for so- 
cial centres as the city of Montreal 
It is notorious for its infant mortal- 
ity, for its congested slum quarters, 
for its civic corruption. Juvenile 
agencies point to the fact that the 
standard of morality and health is 
at a very low ebb. 

Neither our schools, churches or 
home are apparently functioning to 
protect the youth from their own ig 
norance, the wolfish greed of money 
grubbers, nor the motley crew who 
feed like leeches on the poorest and 
weakest, and, consequently, the most 
helpless in the community. 

If the congested districts of this 
city are not to become veritable 
hives of disease and iniquity, send- 
ing their pollution even into the 
homes of the smug-satisfied Pharas- 
ees, the sooner the doors of both 
schools and churches swing open 
the better, for, be it remembered 
in our complex civilization, there is 
no such thing as isolation. The slum 
population must live by work and 
their work consists of producing, 
cooking and serving our food, mak- 
ing and washing our clothing, cran- 
ing and keeping in order the city’s 
homes, offices and factories, partici- 
pating in all and sundry occupations 
necessary to sustain life, produce pro- 
fits and keep the wheels of com- 
merce moving. 

With the ever-increasing rents, an 


nations, creeds and conceptions of 
morality and social ethics are indis- 
criminately herded together in our 
large industrial centres. The word 
home is but a mockery for thou- 
sands of these people who long to 
have an opptrunity of self-expres- 
sion and give to their children some 
of the advantages of a higher edu- 
cation which they were denied, ow- 
ing to this uncivilized and unnatural 
way of living. The childish of 
fences which were rew and harm- 
less in the small villages have in- 
creased alarmingly, taken on a much 
more evil tendency, and constitute a 
grave hindrance to the higher de- 
velopments of the child, mentally, 
morally, and physically. In view of 
these facts, the school must be made 
to function more and more to coun- 
teract the influence of the street, 
the gutter and courtyard. I am sure 
that if a deputation of interested ci- 
tizens were to wait at the “Great 
White Throne” and ask permission 
of the Creator to enter the colored 
and sacred precints of the churches 
the command would be “Go Forth, 
bring in all my lambs, gambol and 
make merry, for ye serve me only in- 
asmuch as these hungry, neglected 
needy little ones are protected and 
made happy, only when these tem- 
ples of worship resound with the 
song and laughter of my little one 9 
will, they be sacred in mine eyes. 
Then will I accept the gift from 
thine hands, for their songs are my 
my praise, their J[oy and happinejs 
my desire. Make ready gather in 
and help these children for of such 
is my kingdom.” Will the churches 
listen before it is too late, or will 
they, like the symbolic figure of jus- 
tice, continue to bandage their eyes 
and allow conditions to grow worse? 

Amongst large masses of the city’s 
population there is scarcely any re- 
semblance between the homes of 
their grandparents and the average 
workingman’s home of today. There 
is nor provision for privacy, quiei 
or recreation for either the children 
or their parents. The noise and 
conversation of the neighbors on all 
sildes of them can plainly be heard, i 
There is usually one or more boarder 
taken in to reduce the rent. There ! 
is no room for wither study or play 
for the younger children nor a place 
suitable for the older ones to bring 
their friends. There is neither 
Looks, pictures nor music to inspire 
ideals, entertain or develop the 
mind or the soul in most of these 
rookeries. How can the irresistible 
spirit of youth be confined between 
the unattractive, ofteu repellent sur- 
roundings or be expected to develop 
a love for home or country, muen 
less acquire the strength of charact- 
er and social consciousness essential 
to good citizenship and future parent 
hood? It is clear cnis duty is de- 
volving more and more on the 
schools. If the homes as they are at. 


present constituted cannot function 
to properly cater to the needs of the 
growing family, the schools must be 
brought into greater use. 

At present the schools are open 
about nine months out of the twelve, 
five days a week and not more 
than six hours daily, one hundred 
and thirty-eight hours monthly or 
thirty out of a hundred and sixty- 
eight hours a week. It is safe to 
say there is not a business plant in 
this city whore the investment of 
capital is as large and which oper- 
ates so little of the time except it 
be the churches. Whether the school 
operates or not the overhead expens- 
es go on jujt the same, wherein lies 
che waste of the taxpayers’ money, 
a waste which should not be toler- 
ated and would not exist if the school 
board were elected instead of se- 
lected as now by the grace of good- 
ness knows who. Had there been 
a few hard headed business men 
and a few hard handed working 
men on the school board it is safe to 
predict the question of throwing 
open the public schools for public 
use, would have been settled ere 
this. 

, There should be economic, political 
and citizenship classes, Social Liter- 
ary and Musical Clubs, classes for 
the training of the illiterate parents 
of all nations. Classes in parent 
craft and home making, dancing and 
recreation for both the adults and 
young should be instituted. 

If the schools were opened in the 
congested districts and catered to 
the needs of the young there would 
be fewer girls driven to immorality 
in search of companionship and few- 
er boys to pool rooms and gambling 
dens in search of legitimate amuse- 
ments. We must either throw open 
our schools and let the peoples* 
children use them or continue our 
policy of closed doors and watch the 
coming generation develop criminal, 
anti-social habits, ths whirlwind of 
which we must eventually reap. 

We read in the press that the l 


Montreal High School, was filled to 
capacity On the occasion of the first 
of the series of dances. That th« 
gymnasium hall ^hicn was used for 
the occasion, artistically decorated 
with flags, flowers and ferns and 
that the selection by the “Cyclone 
Jazz Band” were well received by 
the enthusiastic dancers. Well done 
for the Hign School; but why only 
the High School. Why is there not 
dancing in all our schools? What a 
joy it would be to Mrs. Smith, Mrs. 
Jones and Mr9. Brown to be honor- 
ed by the principal of a neighbor- 
ing school with an invitation to be 
a patronesses for a coming dance! 
Why how quickly the dishes would 
be cleared away and the children put 
to bed in anticipation of a few 
hours enjoyment and a sense of their 
usefulness and importance. What a 
change and inspiration it would be 
for them to entertain and be enter- 
tained in an “Artistically decorat- 
ed hall”. Might they not also be 
tempted to trip the light fantastic 
while listening to the witching 
strains of the “Cyclone Jazz” and 
might there not be inspired in them 
a new sense of responsability and ci- 
tizenship which would be invalu- 
able to the nation. There is not a 
more fitting place then the schools 
to build and foster good citizenship. 
Let the schools be open as they 
should be twelve hours out of the 
twenty-four. Let the young people 
who would otherwise be driven to 
the streets or cheap dance halls 
come in, dance and sing and find 
wholesome companionship under sym- 
pathetic guidance, such a move on 
the part of our school authorities 
would I believe reduce immorality 
and crime amongst the young five 
per cent. Then, and then only will 
the people and the taxpayers be get- 
ting their full value out of the 
money expended. 

Throw open the schools and let the 
people come in. 

Rose Henderson. 


PULP and PAPER 

Is now Canada’s largest 
Manufacturing Exporting 
Industry. 

Riordon Pulp and Paper Company, Limited 

MONTREAL 


IRON, STEEL & METALS 

From stock or import. 

A. C. Leslie & Company 


LIMITED 


560 St. Paul Street West 


MONTREAL 
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O NCE more -there are Cabinet 
changes at Ottawa but it would 
be hard to dignify them by the name 
of reconstruction. In fact they may 
serve as symptoms of the mortifica- 
tion which has now set in beyond re- 
pair. There is a line in a well known 
hymn 

‘ Change and decay in all around 1 see’ 
which might well be applied to our 
Coalition. Major-General Mewburn, 
Minister of Militia, has resigned his 
seat in the Cabinet but will oblige his 
colleagues by not precipitating a by- 
election in the industrial constituency 
of Hamilton East. Simultaneously 
there is a curious shuffle in which Mr. 
Sifton and Mr. Burrell participate. 

The former has been notoriously 
anxious ito resign, partly for reasons 
of his health, which is far from good, 
and partly from a growing aversion of 
his colleagues. Mr. Sifton likes effi- 
ciency and decision, be they exercised 
for good or evil, and he sees scant i 
signs of either in his vicinity. Ap- 
parently he could only consent to stay, 
if given a less exacting portfolio. The 
Secretaryship of State alone met his 
demands for ease, and even then it 
had to be separated from the Depart- 
ment of Mines which had been in Mr. 
Burrell ’s care and now goes to Mr. 
Meighen. So Mr. Sifton has been 
placated for the moment but no one 
knows how soon the winter of his dis- 
content may again emerge and insist 
upon final retiral. 

Mr. Burrell, who yearns for the 
comfortable haven of the Parliament- 
ary Library, had little stomach for the 
Public Works Department. He is a 
refined and sensitive English exile and 
continual and daily contact with rough 
contractors and uncouth engineers, 
not to mention importunate deputa- 
tions of notable citizens indignant at 
the neglect of their own locality by 
the P. W. D., would grate upon his 
soul. Besides the work in the P. W. 
D., is exacting and needs such close! 
attention by its head that it would ; 
leave Mr. Burrell too little time for 
the golf and bridge tournaments at 
which he is such an adept. So he j 
passed it by in favor of the lees oner- 
ous Customs Department which he will 
adorn for a few months. Mr. Burrell 
does not lack experience of the art of 
government or at least ought not to 
for he has held three portfolios in all, 
Agriculture, State and Customs. 

The Public Works Department is 
entrusted to the tender care of Mr. 
J. D. Reid, who will be acting Minis- 
ter in what time he can spare from 
the Railway Department. Likewise 
Mr. Calder will attempt to manage 
both the Immigration and the Militia 
Departments. 

Now, it happens that Messrs. Calder 
and Reid are the two electioneering ex- 
perts of the Cabinet, and all their 
skill may be needed ere the year is 
out. But even the greatest brains 
can be overtaxed and it is manifestly 
both unfair and injudicious to load 
up the two Ministers, to whom the 
gods have given above all their col- 


leagues skill in the arts of political 
manipulation, with double depart- 
mental duties. 

Of course it may be argued that 
control of two departments will prov- 
ide double opportunities for the ex- 
ercise of their unrivalled powers. In 
the end there will probably be some 
concentration of departments. Im- 
migration was born out of the loins 
of the Interior to provide a resting 
place for Mr. Calder in 1917 and 
Soldiers’ Civil Reestablishment is an 
offshoot of the Militia Department. 
There is no longer any need for the 
separation in either case. But in the 
meantime two departments of the 
first rank are without a permanent 
parliamentary head. Reorganization 
of this kind simply infuriates those 
ardent Unionists who want it on a 
sweeping and permanent scale and the 
candid and able Ottawa correspondent 
of the Montreal Gazette once more 
launches some of his most pungent 
darts at his own party chieftains. 

One strange fact has been passed 
without comment, that while all these 
changes are proceeding and there is 
such dearth of Ministers to man the 
jobs vacant, Mr. A. K. Maclean re- 
mains Minister without a portfolio 
What he does for his salary is un- 
certain; at one time he was chair- 
man of a Reconstruction Committee 
of the Cabinet which never met, and, 
later on, when Sir George Foster was 


away in Paris settling -the fate of 
the universe, he assumed with many 
sighs responsibility for the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Commerce. 

Mr. Maclean, like Mr. Burrell, likes 
the primrose paths of life, and has an 
acute distaste for violent controver- 
sies either with political opponents or 
other departments, the latter being a 
favorite form of warfare at Ottawa. 
He is a pacifist in politics and prob- 
ably feels that the headship of a de- 
partment would involve him in con- 
flicts contrary to his principles. He 
is personally, however, the most pop- 
ular of the whole Union Cabinet and 
has the capacity of being able to 
adapt himself to any change of cir- 
cumstances or vicissitudes of fortune 
without earning the hostility of his 
former friends. Messrs. Calder and 
Rowell are just as splendidly adapt- 
able, but they lack the sweetness and 
disengaging candor of Mr. Maclean. 

These modest arrangements accom- 
plished, Sir Robert Borden has left 
for the south with the implied intima- 
tion that real cabinet reorganization 
will be tackled when he returns with 
his health restored. It is understood 
that he has provisionally accepted 
Lord Jellicoe’s invitation to proceed 
to South Africa. Lord Jellicoe is not 
starting immediately, but will join the 
‘ ‘ New Zealand” at Havana after pay- 
ing some visits in the United States. 
If Sir Robert finally decides to go 
a-sailing over the Southern main, he 
will embark there. But it might be 
well for him to consider the circum- 
stances of South African politics ere 
he lands there from a British battle- 
ship. 
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Irresistible Pie Crust 


That dainty, crispy, delicious pie 
crust you have always wanted can he 
yours if you use Easi first. 

There is no surer test of a cook than 
the ability to make good pie crust. 

“Easifirst” is the ideal shortening 
— pure, always of the same high 
quality — economical to use and to 
buy. Makes everything you bake or 
fry more tempting and more easily 
digested. 

Try a carton to-day 
from your grocer. 

Gunns Limited 

TORONTO 


For some years there has been in 
existence in South Africa a strong and 
growing Nationalist party which pro- 
fesses republican principles and is 
openly critical of the Imperial con- 
nection. Its leader is General Hert- 
zog, who . served with distinction on 
the Dutch side in the Boer War and 
was later on a member of Botha’s 
Cabinet. At a Nationalist Conven- 
tion at Bloemfontein on October 16 
General Hertzog said the Union was 
faced with the alternative of becoming 
independent or sinking practically to 
the status of a Crown Colony. “The 
time was not yet ripe for active steps 
to achieve the country’s independen- 
ce, but they had the right to work 
till they could say: ‘The time has 
now arrived’ ” He further declared 
that “he regarded the Union’s con- 
stitution as nothing but a scrap of 
paper, which stated for the time being 
how the people of South Africa wish- 
ed to be governed. But as soon as 
the nation’s will changed, then it was 
for their Government, Parliament and 
king to alter the scrap of paper ac 
cordingly. ’ ’ 

To combat these doctrines, General 
Smuts, on whom the untimely death 
of General I’dha has laid a heav • 
burden, has deliberately set himself, 
and in pursuance of this end has been 
delivering a series of admirably 
speeches all over South Africa, In 
answer to the query whether South 
Africa had the right to sece ie from 
the British Empire, General Smuts 
lately said: “I think it is my duty to 
reply to that and my reply is absolu- 
tely and decisively, ‘No’ ”. 

He has set forth with great clarity 
the arguments against secession, tak- 
ing the double ground that it was a 
bad move from the purely material 
standpoint, and was also an infringe- 
ment of the pact with the British Gov- 
ernment which restored autonomy in 
1906. But to strengthen his position 
the South African premier has em- 
phasised his deep hostility to Im- 
perialism, and any form of centralized 
Imperial parliament. His enmies de- 
nounce him as a fiery Imperialist 
who allows South African interests 
and liberties to be recklessly sacrific- 
ed at the bidding of Great Britain. 

While this campaign is raging it is 
not likely that he will sec with any 
enthusiasm the arrival at Capetown 
df a distinguished British Admiral 
bent on laying plans for the creation 
of a South African navy. General 
Hertzog is sure to seize upon the in- 
cident as proof that Britain is at- 
tempting to make use of South Africa 
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for her selfish purposes and the visit 
will bo hard to explain away. If 
Premier Borden lands with Lord Jel- 
licoe, the Nationalist will suspect that 
he has come to add the weight of his 
authority to the plea for a South 
African navy and he might well em- 
baraes by his presence General Smuts, 
with whom it is understood he formed 
a dose friendship at Paris. 

There will be banquets and dinners 
and speechmaking and Sir Robert 
will obviously be called upon to play 
his part — he could not in decency 
refuse. ITis audience will not be in- 
terested in local Canadian themes and 
there is only one subject which he will 
bo expected to deal wtih, the future 
organization of the British Common- 
wealth 
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If he evades it and talks meaning- 
less platitudes, lie will do damage to 
his own reputation and cast a slur 
upon the intelligence of the people 
who allowed him to be their Premier 
for eight years. If he deals with it, 
he will be compelled to side with Gen- 
eral Smuts’ viewpoint and will as- 
suredly earn for himself the execration 
of the Nationalists, who some day 
may be in power. 

Sir Robert may never hold office 
again, but he is the titular head of 
our government, and it would be wise 
for him as long as he is in that cap- 
acity to avoid at the present juncture 
the shores of a country where poli- 
tical controversy is so acute as in 
South Africa at present. 

There have recently been elections 
held both in Australia and New 
Zealand. In Australia Mr. W. M. 
Hughes had during the war formed a 
Nationalist party by a coalition of 
the Labor wing which he led and the 
Liberals — there is no official Con- 
servative party in Australia nowadays. 
Mr. Hughes is a strange being, a man 
of many wonderful qualities and 
many deplorable faults; he is able, 
eloquent, and sincerely democratic in 
many of his opinions, but he is also 
unscrupulous, vindictive and abomin- 
ably Prussian in some of his methods. 
He is not popular, with his allies, the 
Liberals, but neither could one do 
without the other. 

Mr. Hughes was faced in most con- 
stituencies by the official Labor party 
which holds extreme radical views 
and in a few rural seats by farmer 
candidates. The accurate results are 
still in some doubt but it seems that 
the Nationalists led by him have sec- 
ured just a bare majority in the Hous^ 
of Commons. They have elected 38 
members against 29 Laborites and 7 
farmers. If the fanners and labor 
form a working alliance, Mr. Hughes’ 
position will be very difficult. It is 
unsafe to rely on press despatches 
which assort Mr. Hughes will have the 
support of the farmer members. The 
Labor party suffered through its open 
alliance with the Sinn Fein element 
in the country headed by the celebrat- 
ed Archbishop Mannix. Mr. Hughes 
was a good war minister by reason of 
his energy and capacity for meeting 
emergencies but it is doubtful if he 
has the qualities necessary for suc- 
cessful statesmanship in time of peace, 
tween Mr. W. F. Massey and Sir 
Joseph Ward, leaders respectively of 
the Reform and Liberal parties, was 


arranged for during the war, but 

was dissolved by mutual consent 
soon after the armistice. At the gen- 
eral election recently held, matters 
were complicated by the presence of 
a labor party. But Mr. Massey who 
is a shrewed and cautious type of 
politician, had evidently .retained 
the confidence of his countrymen, 
for he was returned by a comfort- 
able majority over both the Liberal 
and Labor parties. He was, how- 
ever, advocating a very advanced 
radical programme which contained 
items of a nature to bring nervous 
paralysis upon any of the leaders 
of the two historic factions at Ot- 
tawa. There is evidence that the 
people of New Zealand are satisfied 
with the return to party govern- 
ment. Labor gaineda few seats but 
the agricultural interests is still 
easily dominant. 

But the country where the fate of 
a Coalition presents most parallels to 
our own political circumstances is 
Great Britain. The existing Cabinet 
is based upon Coalition which, as 
here, is composed in the main of 
Conservatives but contains a strong 
wing of Liberals. Our Premier is a 
Conservative, but the Premier 
Mr. Lloyd George, has always been 
regarded as one of the most advanc- 
ed radicals of his day and genera- 
tion. It is true that time has aparent- 
ly mellowed his view’s since the days 
of the notorious Limehouse speech, 
but still he would deeply resent the 
suggestion that ho was in any sense 
a Conservative. 

The British Coalition existed dur- 
ing most of the war and secured a 
renewal of its 'mandate at a very 
unsatisfactory and deceitful elec- 
tion in December, 1918. The elect- 
orate was practically asked if they 
w r anted to vote against the man who 
won the war, the Opposition was 
divided and uncertain of its plans 
and policies and there w’ere no acute 
issues The Coalition obtained an 
enormous parliamentary majority 
far out of proportion to the actual 
poll, but early in 1919 there were 
signs that the electors had repented 
of their whole-hearted endorsation. 
By-election after by-election has 
since gone against it and when an 
odd seat is saved there is great re 
lief in Ministerial circles. 

The results of three contests have 
been recently declared. At St. Al- 
bans, where a Conservative Coali- 
tionist w’as returned unopposed, in a 
traditional Tory stronghold in 1918, 
a candidate of similar views only 
scraped in a three-cornered fight 
and would otherwise have been bad- 
ly defeated. AtBromly, in Kent, the 
1918 majority of 11,000 was pulled 
down to 1,100. On Jan. 2nd, came 
the worst blow of all, in the Spen 
Valley division of Yorkshire. In 
1918 a Coalition Liberal carried it 
by over 2,000 votes. Now of three 
candidates the Coalition Liberal is 
the last though he received all the 
Tory support, and polls only a little 
more than one fourth of the votes, 
viz. 8,134. The Labor candidate 
wins with 11,962 and an Independ- 
ent Liberal gets 10,244. 

This result is clear evidence that 
the industrial north wherein the real 


strength of England lies is irre- 
trievably lost to the Coalition. Mr. 
Lloyd George continues to defend its 
existence on the ground that it pro- 
motes a necessary national unity du- 
ring a critical time. His speeches 
have been coldly received in both 
camps of his host. The Liberal Coa- 
litionists have pointed questions 
about the Dumping Bill and the Rus- 
sian policy and the Tories demand 
how long the Premier is going to 
foist upon them radical measures 
like the Home Rule Bill and to keep 
on riding two horses at once when 
each is pulling in a different direc- 
tion. As the London Nation says 
“the Coalition exists by virtue of a 
mere trick of suggestion. Mr. George 
asks his followers, Liberal and Tory, 
to look at black and white and de- 
clare the true tint of both colors to 
be grey.” 

He has managed to carry off the 
trick successfully for a year, but the 
game is almost up and many care- 
ful observers predict that there will 
be a general election in Britain in 
the near future to enable the coun- 
try to chose Parliament more repre- 
sentative of its views. In Britain 
there always comes a time when a 
Government which has forfeited pop- 
ular confidence finds that no mat- 
ter how safe its parliamentary maj- 
ority may be, it cannot successfully 
govern the nation. 

There too, the party managers of a 
discredited party prefer to cut their 
losses and accept defeat. They argue 
that dissatisfied voters of their party 
will vote against them and, being 
disappointed in the new government 
will at once return to their old alleg- 
iance. Their indignation will have 
been satisfied by the single hostile 
vote. But if they are allowed to 
continue for three years in a hostile 
frame of mind, they may never come 
back. The Coalition managers at 
Ottawa should consider this conti- 
gency. 


Sir Robert Borden has been play- 
ing the same game as Mr. Lloyd- 
George. It was easy during the war 
but has become increasingly diffi- 
cult since the armistice. In the 
Coalitionist shop in London. Mr 
Lloyd-George looks after the Liberal 
customers and Mr. Bonar Law atter 
the Tory ones. There is at least the 
merit of some personal attention 
from the chief owner. 

But here at Ottawa, fao chief 
owner is to go on a long holiday 
and “Our Mr. Meighen” will at 
tend the Tory Customers and “our 
Mr. Calder” to the Liberals. Both 
Tory and Liberal Coalitionists will 
b e asked to persuade themselves 
that they get the goods they fancy 
from a salesman whom they can 
trust. By skilful cajolery each side 
is to be induced to part with one of 
its principles in order to be sure of 
keeping some other. The result in 
both countries is that a minority of 
men, who got into power on a spe- 
cial issue now defunct are stultifying 
political life and reducing govern- 
ment to a farce. 

The root of both Coalitions is a 
certain personal vanity ana desire 
for continued power. Both countries 
have slipped into a bad form of per- 
sonal government, which is quite con- 
trary to their traditions. The Coali- 
tion at Ottawa only survives by rea- 
son of the fact that neither Liberal- 
ism or Toryism in this country is 
sincere, and the new democratic 
forces, which are mustering every- 
where, arc not quite ready for a 
grand iissault. But the indefinite 
continuance of the present “Yea 
and Nay” business at Ottawa is 
steadily sapping suf'h remnants of 
political virtue as still exist there 
and, until it is summarily ended, 
will be responsible foi a steady de- 
terioration in the public life of the 
country. 

J. A. S. 
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Our National Economic Problem 


By E. W. BEATTY 

President Canadian Pacific Bail way Company. 


(From the Montreal Gazette) 


rior organization it is. The apple- 
growers in this case were served by 
a small railway company which had 
never before known a similar crisis. 

Almost two million barrels had to 
be moved, 225 barrels per car. 

Through the Railway Associations of 
Canada, that is, the old Canadian 
Railway War Board, the larger as- 
sociates of this small raidway, the 
Grand Trunk, * Canadian National,] 
and Canadian Pacific, scoured thej jiiiiivi wi 
Dominion to get together a supply p assell g e 


Our national economic problem is 
not only to produce much, but to 
produce cheaply, and not only to 
produce much cheaply, but to be so 
quick and elastic in our marketing 
arrangements as to be able to sell 
our goods always in the most profit- 
able of the world's various and con- 
stantly changing markets. The right 
of every Canadian to look forward 
to prosperity, that is, to plenty of 
work and wholesome work for a re- 
turn that will maintain a decent 
standard of living and provide 
something for the rainy day, is thus 
related closely to the condition of 
the railways of this country. For 
our railways are the means of quick 
and regular deliveries to market. 

They are to Canada what an effi- 
cient conveyor system may be to a 
factory which has otherwise no ad- 
vantage over its older competitor, 
saving it time and expense in mov- 
ing material into the receiving 
rooms, or from one machine to an- 
other, or out again to the ultimate 
consumer. In short ,the ability of 
our railways to handle any possible 
peak load 'of traffic, of any charac- 
ter, in any direction, at any time, 
and cheaply — is something vital to 
every worker with hand or brain, 
from the most obscure of farm 
districts to the largest of our in- 
dustrial centres. 

For example: the apple crop in a , - 

well-known Nova Scotian valley ex- diers through the ports of Sc. John, 
needed the estimate of the author- , Halifax, and Portland, a movement 
'.ties by almost 75 per cent. Instead j involving 827 special trains, travers- 
0 f something over one million bar- i„g over 2,427,162 train miles. I 
rels—two million. Frost following 1 may add that a greater degree of 


' Britain. The return of commercial 
confidence after the first uncertain- 
ties of peace, and the change in 
freight traffic back to the lines of 
development which had been inter- 
rupted four and a half years before 
bvthe outbreak of war, was met 
without difficulty. Threatened la- 
bor troubles in March, 1919, were 
successfully dealt with by joint 
action through the Canadian Rail- 
way War Board (now The Railway 
Association of Canada). The settle- 
ment involved, it is true, serious 
but unavoidable outlays by the rail- 
ways. It was effected about two 
months ago, but with no correspond- 
ing increase in railway rates. A 
strike of bituminous coal miners in 
the United States had no more se- 
rious reflection in Canada than a 
minor and temporary reduction in 
>r train service. Canada, 


uomimon to get togetner a suppo p asseU g er train service. uanaua, 
of refrigerator cars— already scarce through the foresight of most of her 
owing to the detention of Canadian j \ n providing largo stocks 

refrigerators in the United States— fu ‘ el in advance, was able to 
to meet this extraordinary demand. avoid the scr i ons freight embargoes 
These cars were gathered even from which e i 9e where were the result of 
the very ends of the transcontinent- s £ r ft- e# 

al lines. They were rushed to the! go much £or the luaiul0r in which | 
Canadian National at Montreal and . transportation machinery of the 
by the Canadian National toward- £ carrying out its obliga- 

cd to the small local carrier to,.^ Canadian producer, 

which I have referred. Instead o othcr aspoc t s 0 f the transportation 
recording in the Government Blue m ^ 1<Jgs sntisfactovy . There 

Books for 1919 an export of so many ^ ple * h „ ] 00 k upon Ca- 

dollars worth of apples Canada .will, n>dian railwaya as custodians of mag- 
be able to show an export much high- which cannot be exhaust 

er, due very largely to the efficiency! €d; That bookkeeping sho „l,l be as 

o tie rai roac s. . simple and inexorable in its tale 

This is the kind of service the' £ Wg and van ; 8hed profits 
Canadian railways have been giving, , a rail asit 

and are still able to give Canada. a conier 
There was no breakdown during | 
r the war, though every other country i 


as 
grocer, 


may 

is 


i these people unthinkable. It ap- 
parently does not occur to them 


had to make radical readjustments, to nQ p U > 3 ji c p s it more import 

no failure when the signing o an f than to the Canadian public that 

armistice in November, 1918, brought ^ reputation of its railway 

about great changes m the charact- ( geCurities in the world of thrift anl 
er and direction of traffic. Between Anient should be carefully 
November, 1918, and October, 1919, j 

thev handled 271,500 returning sold — - 


close on the harvest reduced the 
time, during which the apples could 
be moved in ordinary cars. Further- 
more, the market for these apples, 
instead of lying largely in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom, as in other years, dc^ 
v eloped with practically no warn- 
ing in the United States and in Cen- 
tral and Western Canada. In other 
words, prices overseas had gone 
down; American bids were high. Tht 
difference between a large profit or 
a small profit to Canada on the 
year's work of these Annapolis Val- 
ley apple-growers became almost en- ^ 
tirely a matter of railway service, i 
In place of a normal crop to be 
hauled a few miles to the seaboard 
in ordinary cars, an unprecedentedly 
large crop had to be hauled in spe- 
cial refrigerator cars to distant ci- 
ties in the United States and Canada. 
Details are not necessary. The crop, 
I may say, is still in process of be- 
ing moved, but the peak load, which 
has passed, could never have been 
handled had the Canadian transpor- 
tation machine not been the supc- 


comfort was assured each soldier on 
his homeward journey through Can- 
ada than was even attempted by 
either the United States or Great 



BREAD 

B IG, wholesome, 
nutritious loaves, 
of delicious nut- like 
flavour, downy light- 
ness and excellent 
keeping qualities. 

FIVE ROSES FLOUR 

For Breads- Cakes -Puddings -Pastries 



guarded. To those, however, who un- 
who view the matter from the stand- 
point of broad public interest, it is 
at once apparent that the. Canadian 
public pays a very low rate for the 
quality of service rende red, and that 
a lime is rapidly approaching when, 
if Canadian railway securities ari 
not to be made less desirable to 
investors than almost any other 
kind of industrial security, railway 
rates will either have to go up, or 
railway operating costs go down. 
Such persons recognize that it is 
not because the situation of the. 
railways is an easy cue that certain 
companies have been able to show 
iet earnings — very low net earnings 
compared to the actual cash invest- 
ed in the industry — but because in 
the past the shareholders of such 
companies have been, as they are to- 
day, courageous persons willing to 
«upply the means of constructive en- 
terprises in which no one but them- 
selves had faith, and because, too, 
their officers have been skilled, re- 
sourceful and loyal business men, 
assisted \y staffs filled with the 
spirit ot pride and devotion to their 
work. This, indeed, is the thing 
which has made it possible for Ca- 
nada's railroads to function suc- 
cessfully during the war without 
making anything like the demands 
that foreign roads — less efficient in 
serving their community, yet earn- 
ing the same rates and paying the 
same wages — have made upon their 
public exchequers. I do not believe 
that this strain upon the railways and 
this tendency to weaken the gen- 
eral reputation of Canadian railway 
securities should continue. The serv- 
ant after all is worthy of his hire, 
and railway capital is not less wor- 
thy a servant than other forms of 
capital whose earnings have not 
been so consistently depressed. 

The net earnings during the war 
years, of those companies which 
showed net earnings, would have 
been much lower had the Canadian 
railroads been making expenditures 
for maintenance which circumstances 
would have justified, but which 
conditions prevented during that 
period. These arrears have now to 
be made up. During 1919 the Can- 
adian Pacific laid 70,000 tons of steel 
rail. In place of, say, 2,000,000 
ties, worth 44c in 1914, the Cana- 
dian Pacific laid 4,454,000 tics at 
85c per tie. The sensational ad- 
vance in the rate of railway wages 
is well known. Further advance 
may be necessary within the very 
near future, as indicated by discus- 
sions in the United States. The price 
of coal for locomotives was $3.09 in 
1913. Now it is $4.77. The cost of 
hauling an average train (freight 
or passenger) one mile has ricen 
from $1,604 in 1913 to $2,494 in 
1918. It is higher today. The 
operating expenses of one mile of 
line in 1915 were $4,152;. in 1918, 
$7,046, and today they are even 
greater. On the other hand, rail- 
way rates, taking all classes of rev- 
enue together, have advanced scarce- 
ly 25 per cent. I venture to say no 
other industry in the Dominion can 
show much moderation. 
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British Manual and Brain Workers 
Co-operating for Better Conditions 


DENTS 


— Glasgow. 

/TMio dawn of another year makes 
X one look back as well as 
forward. To us in the homeland 
the gratifying feature is the link 
ing up of the manual and brain work- 
ers in the fight for better condi- 
tions of life ; in bringing nearer 
that new world we were called 
upon to prepare for at the close of 
the great war. The past year has been 
remarkable in the fact that the 
workers of all classes have realised 
more and more the necessity for 
unity. That unity has brought suc- 
cess which many of us were begin- 
ning to despair of ever seeing. For 
labor the future holds bright pros- 
pects. In Scotland, for example, it 
is now officially possible to state 
the Labor gains in the civic elec- 
tions. Almost 300 seats were won 
on the Parish Councils, 154 on the 
Town Councils, and 45 on the Coun- 
ty Councils, making a total of 
-190 gains. There are approxima- 
tely 700 Labor and Socialist reprs- 
sentatives on the local governing bod 
ies, an indication of labor’s great 
progress in Scotland. Tn England 
the Labor gains were greater, and 
the workers now only wait the op- 
portunity of a Parliamentary elec- 
tion to indicate the power that 
now lies behind them. 

These thoughts have been 
brought home to me by the victory 
of the Army and Navy Stores 
strikers, perhaps the most dramatic 
and significent success achieved 
by 4 ‘black-coated unionism”, 
which I am sure will give a fillip 
to a movement which has developed 
several remarkable features during 
the past year or two. It will also 
help materially to break down the 
last of those curious social bar- 
riers which have so far prevented 
the complete organisation of cer- 
tain classes of wage earners whose 
occupation demands a different 
standard of personal appearance 
from that of the toilers in mines 
or factories. T refer particularly 
to clerks (who have several well- 
defined groups,) sho’p assistants, 
and workers of a professional or 
semi-prof esslional type ' (actors, 
teachers, journalists, etc ) whose 
interests are not watched over by 
corporate bodies like those of the 
close professions. It is interesting 
to notice the varying (progress 
made in these occupations. 

The National Union of Teachers 
has succeeded in bringing within 
its fold nearly all the teacher^ 
whose inclusion it has striven for. 
To the trade unionist purist some 
of its characteristics and tenden- 
cies appear conservative, but events 
have shown it can be aggressive 
when occasion rises. On the whole 
the teachers have exibited less 
of the snobbishness and sense of 
class distinction which, with many 
workers, had their tragic-comic 


side before the war. The task of 
| buildirtg up the various unions to 
! which these worker? h.ivi flocked 
| since the war began was almost 
heartbreaking to the pioneers of 
| the early years. Most poorly paid 
! clerks, shop assistants, etc., fooli- 
! shly but sincerely believed that if 
they followed the example of indus- 
trial workers by banding them- 
selves together in strong unions, 
and initiating well organised cam- 
I paigns to improve their conditions 


[of life, they would be guilty of CAD FVERY EVENT 

some grave social trausgression. , ■ w A ■" t il I tf til I 

• ‘ Bring ourselves down to the le* 
i vel of navvies or bricklayers ? 

Never ! ’ ’ This attitude was typi- 
cal; it is recalled merely to indica- 
te the sweeping change of outlook' 

: and temperament due to the pressu- 
| re of the economic effects of tho 
| war. 

Naturally the quickest growth in 
organized strength has been among 
| those groups of workers haring the 
! closest community of interest. Thus, 

: while the National Union of Clerks 
has still a great field of propaganda 
open in the numerous and very varied 
i commercial offices of the country the 
! Railway Clerks’ Association, the Na- 
tional Union of Journalists, and 
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Actors’ organization have largely con- 
solidated their forces, with much pro- 
fit to themselves. But the National 
Union of Clerks and the Shop Assist- 
ants’ Union are unable to secure the 
| wholesale acceptance of their wages 
| and conditions programme. Yet these 
unions register rapid progress. The 
more enlightened employers have ac- 
j cepted the modest minimum standards 
I asked for, and the influence of exam- 
ple is steadily pervading other em* 
i ployers. The effect is seen in the re- 
i markable growth of the various unions 
! numerically. 

The National Union of Clerks has 
more than doubled its membership 
during the war. The Railway Clerks’ 
Association has jumped from 30,000 
in 1914 to round about 100,000 to- 
day. Even the Postal and Telegraph 
Clerks’ Association, one of the 
strongest of the 1 black-coated unions’ 
before the war, has increased from 
20,000 to over 30,000. The shop as- 
sistants have multiplied their number 
swiftly, and recently 3,000 new mem- 
bers were admitted in one month. The 
organizational development of these 
classes is not limited to growth of 
union membership. The tendency in- 
creases towards alliance with indus- 
trial labor. The recent amalgamation 
of the postal unions brings the clerks 
into one body along with other classes 
of postal workers. The National 
Union of Journalists recently joined 
the Printers ’ Federation, and although 
the Railway Clerks’ Association shows 
no strong desire at present to merge 
with the National Union of Railway- 
men, the two societies will certainly 
work more closely together in future. 

All this is very encouraging, and 
the news of such progress must be 
very gratifying to the workers in 
Canada, many of whom, I know, are 
interested in the old country. I also 
know that good progress has been 
j made out there, but this message is 
! one of hope and faith in the future 
I of the workers, out there as well as 
1 here. Let each wage -earner see to it 
‘that his class has • a union, and 
after it has been made as strong as 
j possible link up with others who will 
‘ help us all to take our proper place 
in the world. It is worth fighting 
for. Our ideals are the outcome of 
mental agony, and the dawn of hope 
of betterment. We want some of the 
happiness and spare time that in the 
past we liave had to work that others 
might enjoy. Be seadfast and loyal. 
Our day is coming, and is much near- 
er at hand than many suspect. 


James Gibson, 
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The Fifth Sunday Meeting Association of Canada 

Its Only Aim Is The Welfare of The Masses. 

The people of a nation cannot advance beyond the men who make its 
laws, and the Fifth Sunday Meeting Association of Canada exists to sec 
to it that the workers by hand and brain are directly represented in the 
law-making bodies of the Dominion; to find, train and elect the right men 
of our own class in order to secure the kind of legislation that will protect 
and advance the interests of the workers. 

It will wage warfare on plutocracy, despotism, economic privileges, 
and upon all the evil forces which burden the people and rob them of that 
happiness of living which is their fundamental right. 

It is a non-partisan educational and political association, and because 
of the manner in which it is organized can never become the instrument 
or plaything of a small group of any class, particularly of wealthy men 
The aim is the attainment of true democracy. 

WE PLEDGE OURSELVES:— 

To support all municipal, provincial and federal educational plans 
where the evident purpose is to raise the standard of education in en* 
lightened and progressive ways; to present truthfully and fearless^ 
through the medium of Fifth Sunday Meetings and our own press, the 
Canadian Railroader**, the latest and most important political, social and 
industrial developments; 

To advocate the abolition of property qualifications for the franchise 
0F /°t> 6 ii tl0n to P ub ** c office; the adoption of the Initiative, Referendum 
and Recall, and of proportional representation in all forms of public 
government; universal suffrage for both sexes, on the basis of one person, 
one vote; the transfer of taxes, from improvements, and all products of 
labor, to land values, incomes and inheritances; 

To advocate prison reform, including introduction of the honor and 
segregation systems, and abolition of contract labor; the enactment and 
rigid enforcement of child labor laws; pensions for mothers with dependent 
‘hildren; regulation of immigration tc prevent lowering of industrial, poli- 
lcal or social standards; development of the postal savings and parcel post 
systems ; financial and other assistance to farmers through co-operative 
auks and by other means; government development of co-operative pro 
lacing and trading associations for the benefit of the consumer; 

To advocate extension of workmen *s housing schemes and the labor 
ureau system; provision of technical education for every willing worker 
recording to his capacities; more effective inspection of buildings, factories! 
workshops and mines; minimum wages; a rest period of not less than a day 
ana a half per week for every worker; government insurance of workers 
against sickness, injury and death; maternity benefits and old-age pensions; 
oeUer Workmen s Compensation Acts; representation of the workers on all 
public boards and on boards for the supervision of private enterprises; 
union labor conditions in all government work; adequate pensions and op- 
portunities for soldiers and their dependents; 1 

To advocate freedom of speech and of the press, and a law compelling 
L n ? w 1 s P a P er8 aud periodicals to publish in all issues a complete list of 
shareholders and bondholders. * 1 

‘‘The Fifth Sunday Meeting Association of Canada” is financed en- 
tirely by its members who contribute $2 a year in membership fees. If a 
■ ocal has been established in your city $1 remains in the local treasury, and 
the other dollar is sent by the local organization to our Dominion Head- 
' u * r . t , e . rs - 60 Dandurand Building, Montreal, Que. In case no local lias been 

Dominion' ^^He 1 ad y q 0 ua r rte°r“ mUmty ’ ^ 0,6 n,embershi P fee of * 2 directly to 

The funds accumulating in the Dominion Headquarters are used for 
political and educational propaganda; the development of the organization; 
the preparatmn of pamphlets and leaflets and the financing of the various 
political campaigns where favorable opportunities develop, to elect our 
candidates. The treasurer is under bond and the books are audited by a 
firm of accountants. J 

Hnn a PP llcatlon b J a J lk will be found below Merely fill out the applica- 
hon blank, buy a postal order for $2 and send it to Dominion Headquarters. 
Your membership card will be forwarded by return mail. Join this great 
^f i anizat i ai ? t } ' e [Crests 0 f education and clean politics. Today is the 
ay and this is the hour. Become a member now. 
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To the Secretary, 

The Fifth Sunday Meeting Association of Canada 
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Make all cheques and money orders payable to “The Fifth 
Sunday Meeting Association of Canada.* * J 

m . e ™ ber8hi P oar* wiU be mailed from headquarters, 
with copy of platform, constitution and general rules. 
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OUR LONDON LETTER 


| A JjOR in Great Britain goes into 
the New Year with a notable 
triumph to its credit in the joint cen- 
tral scheme which the railwaymen 
have been ab'.e to extract from a not 


> connected this with the negotia- 
tions I have mentioned, guessed that 
•these were breaking down, and arrived 


from other organizations, we seem un- 
able to see our way to a settlement. 

U or commerce the effect is exceeding- ! 
ly serious. Bereft of their usual out- 
put of castings, foundries are unable I 
to fulfil the orders from the home 
country and abroad, which have been| 
piling up on the office desks. Rough- j 


at the deduction that a strike was : speaking a hundred thousand men j 

coming. The railwaymen had never j aTe unemployed — directly or indirect- j 
thought of striking! It took a plain, j *7 through this dispute. The moulders, 


.... _ muugm, oi striking * It took a plain, mrougn tins dispute. T1 

too willing Government. Details have j unequivocal statement to that effect | dissatisfied with an award of a 5/. 
to be ratified by a National Union j from chief, Mr. J. H. Thomas, , ( five shillings) a week advance, de 

of Railwaymen conference in the to convince the perturbed peo- 15 / (fifteen shillings). The 

course of a few days. Its great value j P le (,f Great Britain that the stories! Engineering Employers * Federation 
is in the lever it gives to all classes we are a11 so much moonshine. declared for a long time they would 

nt wnirliDiv f Atirov/la vlAmnn-i:...- „ . i tPl. .. . nr»f Iiu/Lm, « 1. i. j ai i 


is in the lever it gives to all classes 

of workers towards demanding a share The railwaymen are far too busy 
in the management of their own af- j consolidating- and re-organizing to 
* a,rs - ta k e direct action just now. They 

It may, without the slightest exag- bave this week created a new and im- 
geration, be described as the mast P orta,lt office of industrial secretary 
conspicuous success Qrganizel industry 1,1 tI,e National Union of Railway- ! 


the| 

in this country has accomplished dur- mei1 and selected for the position 
ing 1919. Mr. Coucemore T. Cramp, their pop- 

Briefly, there are to be set up two ak ir president and one of the strong- 
wages boards, one called the “Con est ^^ters in the organization. The 
tral” and the other the “National i P ° St earrfes with 11 a salury of 
Board. On the former are to sit five] 1>cr annum ' rising by annual 
representatives of the railway com 1 mM,t " ftf * 1ftn * 1AAn mi : 


not budge an inch beyond the award, 
ami, though they have wavered] 
slightly from that position, are not) 
yet prepared to come anywhere near j 
the requirements of the men. Had it 
not been for the strike; accord- 
ing, to the Ministry of Labor! 


£800 

„ , incre- 

ments of £100 to £1000. This new 

panics and five from the three rail- ° 11 d P 0wci 'fu! official was until the 
way unions. The National Board ° tlCr daya ' vorkin S guard, although 

naturally Ins duties as president did 
not allow him much time to wave the 


way unions. The National Board 
will have upon it four nominees of the 
companies, four of the railwaymen 
and four- of the users of the rail 
ways. But in regard to the third 
quartette Labor lias done particular 
lv well also, for one is to be sent by 
the Trades Union Congress, and one I0 '! < 
by the Co-operative Union which is UsSia * 
now linked with Labor in a fashion j Mention of nationalization suggests 
more definite than ever before. The the great campaign which our miners 
remaining two come from the Asso ; are renewing for State ownership of 
ciated Chambers of Commerce and the j | ni,u ‘s and minerals. A hundred meet- 

.1 0«SiV44lO Lk.l / M 1_. /• T. 1 A • I ll 111' II. . lv.. ..11 1 I 


the percentage of employment in 
Britain would be less than at 
any period during the last ten 
years. Instead, we have mo- 
tor cars ordered and unable to be 
built, machinery badly wanted to re- 
place that worn out during the war, 
repairs waiting and long overdue and 
manufacturers creeping vsnail-like 


The 


Dental 
— of— 


V 

Clinic 


ST. LUKE’S HOSPITAL 

Work executed in gold or in 
rubber at moderate prices. 
Our offices are under the su- 
pervision of experts — not stu- 
dents. 

Free Treatment to Poor 
School Children. 
TEETH EXTRACTED PAIN- 
LESSLY BY A NEW 
METHOD 

VISITING HOURS 8.30 to 8.30 

88 St. Denis St. 

Between Dorchester and 
Lagauchetiere 
PHONE EAST 5782 


"" ! h le , api " g f ™ d t0 * Press P^lic for once agreed tlmt 

to be ,oiie of; *' ( ! ui, late the huge national ex it must come to an end. Four thous- 
i • penditure of the last six vears. nml AH or* .. 1 it • 


yieon tlag. Jle is goin^ tu ue .one or i * 1 ~ **«n,*\u 

the biggest figures in British trade I P en ^^ ure the last six years, 

unionism and stands for nationalize- < Ff ° A 

tion of the industrial services, abol- 
ition of militarism, evacuation of 


T x . | . , . . a,,d or so of these employees walked 

It is hindering a particularly hope- ' out — and in three days the fight 
ful scheme which Labor forced the was over. It will cost those directors 
Go\ eminent to accept. This was no over £100,000 a year in extra wages. 

of Woolwich Arsenal, the great ua-i I JI TOte firms 

tional gun factory for peace-time pur- 1 ** * End ° f Londo11 are 

poses, by turning them on to the i ea < h oUier ^ ome 

making of locomotives and waggons. Lw Jd h V S . ho P A8swta “ ts ’ 

This will be done as soon as the dis- ’ 1 and behind the counter 

sweating conditions in London have 
had such a shaking as never before. 
The most statesmanlike decision 

i • .. . — - j grow, ana some or these have been ^ a ^ or has made lately is just an- 

tremendous issue at the next general .shipped to Canada. nounced. It is to send a delegation 

?.7= Wl,Cn€V f r .. it Ren Tillett’s dockers are engaged °J s ‘ x members of the Parliamentary 

~~ Party to Ireland to make first-hand 

investigation into the condition of that 


• , . , , „ ■ i aiik> ue 

mgs are to be addressed between now DU f e nvor v i -, , , , 

and the end of February and Labor . Ak f ady a ’ t has turnod 

is so absolutely at one 'in this vital T thousands of milk churns, 

(|uestion that it is bound to be a I ' ow and'some^f il ! t0 

• glow, ana some of these have been 


conies. Coal is, indeed, one of the 
difficult' problems of the Lloyd- 


Associated Chambers of Industries. 

The procedure proposed j* that 
matters in dispute shall be first placed 
l>efore itlie Central Wages Board. If 
that body is unable to settle it to the 
general satisfaction, the question goes 
to the National Board and for the 
space of one month there is to lie no 
strike in order that the disputed 
points shall have time to be fairly dis- 
cussed and no allegation of holding 
the nation to ransom without just 
cause shall be possible. 

These Boards are not to meddle j 

with wages and conditions negotia J '.I ^T-w, uiar / 1 lianco — two and a half millions o] 

tions arising out of the late dispute, A. * r ' \ .. . ‘ ^y until the end ) transport workers, railwaymen am 

«rc progressing well, | ***” „ b “ | mine,, - and it is likely to prove i 


dockers are o „_ 

ia endeavors to get their wages in the 
I ort of London raised to 16/ (sixteen 


ron ox x 

George Government. With a flourish .hillings) a day. Here the shin- 
of trumpets we were told it was about * J , ., y ; 1L sni P 

t/» j ; fi , owners and the waterside magnates 

to limit the mine- owners 1 nrofits to * « t a- ,, . . . ^ 

i o . .... , 1 U1US ru i are disputing the claim with all the 

ton und thV n G UUd ° ‘‘ a( ‘ (nKstoiIKHl vehemence of their class, 

k ItJr l ec use ..T 77 ^ but the d oeke« have behind them the 
sk Itu because Labor refused to ae- pledged strength of the Triple Al- 

^7!?r- P 7? 1 ! 0n tl l 6 f°“! ,d . tb «‘.»|Hance - two and a half milUons of 

and 
prove a 


because these are progressing well, i a ^ ... , ~ 7 . miners — ana i<t is Jikei 

despite the alarmist reports which the * r >( V t X l )e ' Kn ailt <>n LI event- 1 notable trial of strength. 

• leav ° raattora 111 a ba P a - One of the most inarkable of re- 


long distressed land. Ordinaiy news 
from Ireland is always suspect of 
political coloring and Labor is deter- 
mined the real truth shall be known. 
With this end in view all shades and 
descriptions of opinion are to be con- 
sulted, Home Rulers and their Ulster 
opponents alike, and Sinn Fein will 
have its chance to put its case. The 
Irish in the House of Commons — 
those who sit, of course; Sinn Fein 


scaremongers are from time to time , , U ‘ l . . ' ( ‘!' n L , ‘ latteis Ul ^ more hope- Q nc tlie most remarkable of re- wIl ° °° urse J Sinn Fein 

wantonly circulating. .V s ,MU ' J L iaa evei • - othing less eent featuTes/is the wonderful strides 1 does no ^ — have agreed to support 

The latest and most r , mn nationalization , says Labor, can being made by the shop assistants ! Labor Qver here and it is but fitting 

of thLe r^r H I I ^ °5 f ^ T t0 . llft ~tial • This class of workers, for W time * hat great hope for self 

men were coming out either' at Christ ' out "of ihe 'mor^Tf 3 ^ pC0p1 ^ j to ° “respectable” to fight for won . d ^rnunatioa shall have the assistan- 
nns or,,rv MV V m M ° f mismanagement ! omie f m alom, have iust won a re- <* of the British Labor Party in real- 

simplicity Of its origin" In Vea ' ' 1 ^ I !" t0 i l '7 faHon - The wI,< > k ' j markable victory in ' London The izi “g delayed fulfijnent. Especial- 

stupidity. It has been ” 
that the Food Miuistrv 


to 


. . £ ,. . • ul uug out generals ami colone s 

but for the moment action is likely to . 1 .. 11 i • 1 a , 

ho 1 w ,1 it i,-'i 1 n , vvlth aa °dd admiral or two, on lines 


large empbria of the metropolis, was j ,n ** ed b - y ^ i e Premier facts are what 
run by a directorate chiefly composed tl,e . British people most desire about 

,.4 .* 1 . - tlioir Triali )trr»t Vinifc* n»vrl dIoLovo 


tW - 3 C " d ’ a . ,,d dilv a, '° th<> for run by a directorate chiefly composed u,c orni8 “ P eo l> le most desire 
ere, I bodings in certain timorous hearts, ,,f “,] UK m ,f’ generals and colonels, tl,e,r Irish brothers and sisters. 


Ethelbert Pogson. 


which alternately controls and de- 

controls prices in the most panic 1 I* political rather than industrial ' ?* *?“"**[ ° r t "°’ <m 111108 

■stricken fashion, and changes its pol-1 But Labor has fuliy made up its' niin I ^ „‘ld Armv fH 1 

>cy as to certain articles of home no ' it is not going to be baulked If if ° ^ n ' ° f «ubahern days, 

cessities pretty nearly every Tnesdav | would be the sheerest foolishness for I v- W0llId bc tolerated in that ! T 

ond Thursday, has conceived a brii- 1 legislators or vested i.“ t" Z : U ^dXt^ t ^Ti 

lmnt notion. It was to send out a j tertain a shred of doubt on that score, i .iiT. ^ ° C0U ‘ n, f : 

circular letter to local administrators; At the moment we have onlv ' ■ '7 , ? “° dcr “ tradf 

requiring them to “take evew r,.-e in« moment w. nave only one , unionism. Employees were paid less, 

caution ” i^iLt m J We rL 7ronb > ,7Te nf tr< ", lbk ~ »•“ than the municipal desk, nen' and ex-. 

, u 111011 1 Lr ^’ 1 three pectccl to circus as well as their mkldlc- FUNERAL FURNT^HTNPQ 

months ago and, though the funds of class and semi aristocratic customers. * UWER AL FURNISHINGS 
tlieir unions are exliausted and the Irritating restrictions prevail and 

strikers nira livin (i* u/uit el Knf I n. _ ii /» /i a • _ I 


TEES & Co. 


about this time. The circular became 
semi-public property with the result 


that the deluded DuWic not unna . i / u ; tAlldUSI ^ a ana Tn « ImtaUng restrictions prevail and 

eactiuled public, not unnatuial- strikers are living on contributions I the state of affairs was such that the > 


912 St. Catherine St. West. 
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CANADA IRON 

FOUNDRY, LIMITED 


CHILLED TREAD CAST IRON WHEELS 
FOR ALL SERVICES, CAST IRON 
WATER, CAS AND CULVERT 
PIPE, FLANGED PIPE and 
SPECIAL RAILWAY 
CASTINGS 


HEAD OFFICE: 


Mark Fisher Building 

MONTREAL 


GILLIES GUY 


LIMITED 


COAL 

HAMILTON, Ont. 

'Phone: 1481 


THE 





LIMITED 

HAMILTON, Canada 


Engineers, Manufacturers, 
Contractors 


Steel Bridges 

For Steam Railways, Electric Railways, 
Highways, Etc. 

Steel Buildings 

For Factories, Offices, Warehouses, 
Power Stations, Mill Buildings, 
or any other purposes. 






